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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
October issue:

8th September 2022

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Hot Night’s Sky over Westcott by Tanya O’Carroll
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FROM THE EDITOR
I hope you all had 
a good summer, 
whether you got to 
go away or stayed at 
home and made the 
most of the sunshine. 
Many households are 

now into back to school or uni mode, 
with new routines and timetables. 
Hopefully all the transitions will go as 
smoothly as possible.

There is an ongoing consultation by the 
100 club and the Village Association 
about the possibility of a path round 
Cradhurst Recreation Ground that 
would like to hear your views, see page 
59, and let them know what you think.

Several local choirs are starting their 
new season this month and looking for 
new members, so if you have always 
wanted to sing but haven’t been sure 
how to start, have a look through this 
issue and try one of them out. You 
could find a new hobby and make 
some new friends!

I often think that September is the most 
beautiful time of the year, particularly 
around here with all the trees turning, 
so make sure you make time to get out 
in it!

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

This gorgeous picture of a local deer 
was taken by Fiona Humphrey, keep 

sending them in!
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A TIME FOR NEW 
BEGINNINGS

I’m a big fan of the four seasons, not 
so much Frankie Valli’s (good though 
they are), but more the natural cycle 
of the year, and how each season is 
distinctly different from the last.

In my uncharacteristically optimistic 
view of Autumn, I see it in my mind’s 
eye as the Grand Finale 
of the summer, with 
golden sunshine falling 
on spectacular displays 
of colour as the trees 
become orange and 
red, and children kick 
their way through dry rustling leaves.  
The reality may be closer to a lot 
of grey drizzle, and “The Sun Ain’t 
Gonna Shine Anymore”, but I enjoy 
the possibility of what Autumn can 
be all the same.

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

However I don’t automatically 
think of Autumn as a time for new 
beginnings, that is reserved for Spring 
in my mind.  But apparently Autumn 
is the time to plant the plants that 
last the longest, such as trees and 
hedges.  Nature knows this, which 
is why acorns fall to the ground in 
September and October, planting 
the mighty oaks for years to come.  
Because in reality the new growth 
of Spring often starts in Autumn 
planting.  What we forget is that 
beginnings aren’t a moment in time, 
they take time.

In 1942, three years 
into the Second World 
War, when there was a 
growing optimism that 
the war was ending, 
Churchill famously said: 
“this isn’t the end of 

the war, or the beginning of the 
end; it is the end of the beginning”.  
Beginnings take time.  

And many significant things start in 
the Autumn.  If you are a teacher or 

...BEGINNING 
THINGS WELL TAKES 

TIME...
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

a student, you know this as you gear 
up to start the new academic year.  
Late summer is also the most popular 
time to move house, and so Autumn 
is often a time for starting in a new 
area, or a new job - with optimism for 
what the future will bring.

The Rev Tim Armstrong and his 
family are starting on this journey 
themselves, moving in August, with 
11th September being his first Sunday 
Service in Holy Trinity.  Please do join 
us, to meet Tim, and to encourage 
him as he starts his “new beginning” 
- and as we pray for him, for a fruitful 
time with lasting impact in our village.

The Bible famously starts in Genesis 
1 with the three simple words “In the 
beginning”, and goes on to describe 
how in that beginning, even God 
took his time in creating the world, 
including a well-earned rest!

So if this Autumn you are starting 
something new, be encouraged that 
it’s a great time to start something 
that will last.  And remember 
beginning things well takes time, and 
given time, good things will be seen 
in the “Spring”.

Simon Mabley,
Churchwarden

A Warm 
Welcome!
A very warm welcome 
to Rev’d Tim Armstrong, 
Jenny, Archie and Herbie, 
as they join us in Westcott 
this September.

Tim’s first Sunday services as 
Vicar of Westcott will be on 
Sunday, 11th September.  

Do come and join us in church, and give them a 
warm welcome when you see them around the 
village!
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10.15AM
4th  Sept Trinity 12 Book of Common 

Prayer Communion
Communion

11th  Sept Rev’d Tim’s First 
Service 
Why Church?

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

TBC

18th  Sept Trinity 14:  What is 
the Church?

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

TBC

25th  Sept Trinity 15:   
Philippians: 
Thanksgiving and 
Prayer

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

TBC

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common 
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is also 
livestreamed on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
and follow the link.

Mask wearing is no longer mandatory in church.  If you feel unwell, please do not 
come in person - join us on Zoom at 10:15am.
The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY



7

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Congratulations!
Many congratulations to David Packham, ordained 
Deacon at Guildford Cathedral on Sunday, 3rd July.  

The sun was shining on David and Margaret as they 
stepped out of the cathedral and into their new 
adventure.  David and Margaret have moved to 
begin his curacy, in another parish in the diocese.  
Join us in praying for them both in this new beginning.

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here, are very welcome to 
have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity.
Contact the churchwardens for more information.
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk,
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 
Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010      Ali Mabley 01306 889641
For help, more information, please contact churchwardens:
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, 
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

Information for those interested in helping Ukrainians
Please visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
Click Ukrainian Support on homepage or click & select under Resources
Useful links and documents on the following:
Visa Application Process w Related Charities seeking donations w  Language Lessons & 
Translation Services  w  Safeguarding, Safety Precautions w Accessing the NHS w  Social 
Support w Trauma Help w Special Offers w Local Host Families and Support Networks
This page will be regularly updated with new information.  
If you have useful information to share or find any of the links are broken, 
please email: WestcottHelpUkraine@gmail.com

New Term starts 8th September We’re looking forward to welcoming you!



9

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

The church floodlighting for September has been sponsored by Laraine Jewell 
in loving memory of Michael Player and his grandson, James Watkinson.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey 
at sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott 
Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

Marriage:

4th June 2022 Paul Bonnefoy-Claudet and Beatrice Chappell

Death:

25th July 2022 Trevor Porritt (83)

Join a
Life Group
Small groups of people who meet online or in person 
every 2 weeks to chat and pray about life & faith.

B U I L D I N G  F R I E N D S H I P S    S H A R I N G  L I F E

Life groups:
• explore ways we can bring God’s love, justice and joy into our relationships 

with other people and creation, into our leisure and into our work
• give you an opportunity to explore the Bible and consider what it says
• use worship, simple contemplation and prayer to help us encounter God
Contact Richard Lister richardnwlister@gmail.com for more information

thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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As we come to the end of the 2022 Cricket season I’d like to thank all those 
who have supported us, the Ladies and Juniors, who have continued to do their 
best despite the resignation of our founder and Captain. Thank you Beck for 
setting us up, and for giving us the encouragement to realise that at any age 
unexpected achievements can be made!  We hope that you will continue to 
play on occasion.

Whilst we have had 
to cancel most of our 
matches this season, 
this photo captures 
the spirit of our team 
last evening and as 
we were up against 
a more experienced 
and powerful team, 
coming second was no 
mean achievement! 
Well played everyone, 
I think we all enjoyed it 
which is the main thing.

It is only 4 years since the first handful of Mums went from watching their offspring 
at Friday evening training, to actually taking up a bat and facing some rather 
weird and frenetic bowling! We have come a long way in a short time, and 
thanks to Jude our coach, our batting and bowling is improving! Good luck with 
your knee surgery next week Jude, we look forward to your return next year.

Our season will finish with a return match against Effingham on August 26th, here 
at Westcott cricket club, and if you want to start playing, remember we meet 
on Friday evenings from 6.30 pm. Any age, juniors, mums, Grans, with or without 
cricket experience, you are all very welcome. Or just come along and support 
the bar and BBQ! 
                                                                                     
PS There is still some Gin left over from our successful Gin evening in May!

Jacki Moss

            WESTCOTT LADIES’ CRICKET
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The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965. 
 

 

The winners of the June quarterly draw were ticket numbers 9 and 124, 
winning £118.75 and £59.38 respectively. The special Platinum Jubilee 
prize of £237.50 was won by ticket number 46. Congratulations to all the 
winners!

What have we been up to recently? The Westcott 100 Club is proud 
to have supported the recent pizza night for our Ukrainian visitors, their 
hosts and supporters. You will see elsewhere in this edition of the village 
magazine that we are working with the Westcott Village Association on 
an idea for improving access to the Cradhurst recreation ground. Please 
do let us have your feedback.

We remain open for new members. Membership costs £25 per ticket 
per year. Your number(s) will be entered into four quarterly draws (June, 
September, December and March) and the regular annual draw in 
December. Prize values are based on the number of eligible tickets – the 
more tickets, the bigger the prizes. Don’t delay!

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying 
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.
com.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

Alda Andreotti (Chair), Edwin Harland (Treasurer),
Richard Packer (Secretary)
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 Personal Training
Weight loss Coaching
Injury Rehabilitation

revitalisefitness.com 
E: paul@revitalisefitness.com|07858 731890 

a Dorking and Surrey Hills mobile service
07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings
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     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS

For those of you who attended the 
AGM you will recognise the theme of 
this article.

I have lived in the village for nearly 
33 years and been Chairman of the 
Village Association for almost 5 years. 
During that time, I have watched the 
village change in a significant number 
of ways – and not always for the best. 
At the AGM I spoke about needing to 
have bigger ambitions for the village, 
getting involved – particularly younger 
residents, and seriously considering 
the future in terms of how the village 
is governed.

The Village Association was formed 
nearly 50 years ago and has tried 
to ensure that village matters are 
dealt with effectively, but not always 
succeeding as far as some are 
concerned. Local Government at 
County and District levels is continuing 
to have to deal with cost pressures, 
and trying to get things done as a 
Charity (which is what the WVA is) is 
more and more difficult because we 
are not treated the same as a Parish 
Council. We are all unpaid volunteers 
who do what we do in what spare 

time we have, and have no authority 
over anyone – we can influence but 
not direct.

In the current 
climate, with more 
changes afoot in 
local government, 
it is my strong view 
that we need 
greater authority which will only come 
from becoming a Parish Council - with 
the legal status to get things done; 
hold budgets; employ people; and 
enter into cost effective contracts to 
get things done in the village which 
currently either take forever, or don’t 
get done at all, because working out 
who is responsible for what between 
County and District councils is not 
straightforward - getting something as 
theoretically simple as a ‘No Through 
Road’ sign for Parsonage Lane has 
involved numerous emails and three 
different departments.

Yes, we would raise money by 
having an annual surcharge (called 
a precept) on the local council tax, 
but this will be graded according 
to the rateable value of your house 
so that those who can afford to pay 
more, pay a higher amount, but the 
average per household will still be a 
very modest amount - little more than 
some spend on a trip to the cinema or 
taking the kids swimming.

For this we get:
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For Denbies full range of events, please visit www.denbies.co.uk

Denbies Wine Estate Ltd, London Road, Dorking Surrey RH5 6AA
T. 01306 876616 www.denbies.co.uk  
Email: events@denbiesvineyard.co.uk  
Designed by pre: www.designbypre.com. Photo credits: visit www.denbies.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
/DenbiesWineEstate

Follow us on twitter
@denbiesvineyard

England’s Largest Vineyard 
Denbies Wine Estate

                        
                         Denbies Wine Estate      
                               OPEN DAILY

                    The Vineyard Restaurant
          is now Open for dinner every evening  
           We look forward to welcoming you

... Wine Tours*Dining*Vineyard Hotel*Art Gallery...
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    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
• Properly elected representatives 
from across the village
• A Parish Clerk whose job it is to ensure 
what is needed gets done
• Access to national organisations 
advising Parish Councils
• Access to funding and the legal 
status to use monies generated from 
the village on the village (CIL monies), 
• National funding pots available to 
local Parishes.

There is a lot to do in order to make 
this change happen including 
ensuring that the whole village has 
the opportunity to vote on whether 
or not we make the change. We 
propose therefore that a working 
group is formed which will work on 
gathering information and opinions, 
communicating the facts about the 
proposed changes and then working 
to make it happen. We are particularly 
keen to engage with the younger 
generation of villagers, many of whom 
have recently moved into the village 
with young families, because it is they 
who will be the beneficiaries of the 
changes we make now in the way the 
village is governed. 

This is an opportunity to make a 
difference to your community, not for 
those of us who have lived through 
the last 50-80 good years, but for the 
younger generation and their children 
who inherit the future. If you want to 
make things happen then drop me an 

email and we will start the process of 
making a difference to our village.

Other things to Note:

The Boundary Commission is due 
to publish its final decision on the 
Mole Valley Boundary Review on 6th 
September. We do not expect to see 
any changes to the proposed Leith Hill 
ward, or the arrangement whereby 
three councillors will represent the new 
ward. Elections will be held in May 
2023.

The latest news on the Local Plan can 
be found on the MVDC website under 
Future Mole Valley; September and 
October will see the next steps in the 
process of approving the Plan.

Village Projects: Time is running out for 
us to submit village projects to attract 
funding from various sources. CIL has 
been mentioned but there is also 
money available (a pot of £100m!) 
under “Your fund Surrey”. Please put 
forward ideas for projects you would 
like pursued to improve the village.

Bank Closures: Barclays and Halifax 
branches are closing permanently in 
Dorking from October and November 
respectively. Handling cash and 



16

Unwind & escape the
busy world

www.thebeautyshedsurrey.co.uk
thebeautyshedsurrey@gmail.com

07748 244 621

The Beauty Shed is a Garden Beauty Studio with a

clean and fresh yet relaxing feel

MANICURE    PEDICURE    LASHES    WAXING     MASSAGE    FACIALS 

1 4  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E  I N  T H E  S P A  A N D
B E A U T Y  I N D U S T R Y
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cheques will therefore become more 
difficult (although not impossible). 
Please take the opportunity to make 
any donations to the WVA funds by 
Standing Order with your bank.

Village Litter Bins and Street Cleaning 

If you notice a litter bin in the village 
overflowing, or streets that could do 
with a visit from the kerb cleaning 
vehicle, please don’t wait for the 
council spot it, or someone else to 
report it, notify them on their website 
Overflowing Litter & Dog Waste Bins  

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
Mole Valley District Council and it will 
normally be sorted within 24 hours. 
Similarly, you can report street clearing 
to the council on Street Cleaning 
Request - Before You Begin - Mole 
Valley (achieveservice.com)

Comments, suggestions, and other 
feedback are always welcome and 
helpful in steering the Association’s 
thinking, but getting involved and 
making things happen that you want 
is much more effective in improving 
your community.

Tim Way
Chairman, Westcott Village Association

timway.westcott@gmail.com 
contact@westcottvillage.com

 

WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 7th September 

at  
The Reading Room 

 
Jigsaw and Book exchange 

 
Come and join us   

10.30 - 12.00 midday      
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     CATHEDRAL POEM

My Visit to the Cathedral

The organist came to practice for a recital.

He let me sit on the bench in front of the keyboards.

He pointed to the stops with Dutch odd names,

The Bazuin and Subbas, 

The Qunitadeen and Octaaf

The Prestant, Salicionaal and Sexquilter

And then the glory of it! He let me play

The sonorously alive enormous thing.

I found my way about the instrument, 

The mighty space was filled with swells of sound

Which boomed and swooped and soared 
amongst the timbers

The stone and glass of the towering House of God         

                                                        
Edward Williams    
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The services of the Westcott Volunteer Cooks have been 
called upon multiple times this summer with a flurry of 
Westcott babies! 

Congratulations to…
Magda and Dave with 3 year old Sonny and baby Mylo born in June. 
Sarah and Jonny with baby Daisy born in June. 
Anna & Jonny with baby Rosa who arrived in July.  
Benjamin and Anne with baby Felicity who arrived in July! 

In the mean time we’ve also been asked to support a local 
family with meals while mum recovers from surgery. I haven’t 
counted up yet but that’s A LOT of dinners delivered this 
summer!! Amazing work Cooks, thank you!!! 

Here’s an excerpt from one message we’ve received: 
“We wanted to say a huge thank you to you all for your 
exceptionally kind gesture in bringing us dinner during 
those sleep deprived first few weeks! It was magical to 
have a food fairy turn up at the door with a delicious meal 
(and helped avoid any washing up!).  We only moved to 
Westcott in December, and have been blown away by the 
community feel - everyone has been so friendly...” 

We would be delighted if any more volunteer cooks want to join our list! 
Please get in touch if you think you could help out occasionally cooking meals 
for families with new babies and other Westcott residents in need, or if you 
know of someone in a time of difficulty, who might benefit from a few home 
cooked meals. And of course, please also get in touch if you’re a Westcott 

resident expecting a baby, we have over 40 
volunteers ready to cook for you in those first few 
weeks of new-baby chaos! 

Anna Kemkers 
annakemkers@hotmail.co.uk

VOLUNTEER/BABY MEALS
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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           NATIONAL TRUST RANGER
Hello!

My name is 
Tom and I am 
the new Area 
Ranger covering 
North Downs 
West including 
Denbies Hillside, 
Abinger Roughs, 
Netley Park, Little Kings Wood and 
Blackheath. Three weeks ago, I 
moved across to this job from Leith 
Hill, but I am still involved in a few 
projects over there whilst we recruit 
my replacement.

I’ve been a ranger with the National 
Trust for 3 years and previously worked 
for West Sussex County Council as a 
ranger for around 10 years. I’m mildly 
obsessed with trees and woodlands 
which has led me to volunteer in 
my spare time for the Ancient Tree 
Forum, organising walks in different 
parts of Sussex looking at ancient 
and veteran trees. I also volunteer 
as a Tree Warden for my local parish 
council.

One of the most interesting aspects 

of this area isn’t just the trees and 
woodlands (Abinger Roughs is home 
to some real beauties), it’s the number 
of butterflies and array of species 
that call Denbies Hillside home. one 
short walk from the office and I can 
see Chalkhill Blues, Marbled Whites, 
Skippers, Adonis Blues and more. A 
real treat!

It’s been great to meet some of the 
people involved in working the land 
here too. We work closely with the 
tenant farmers who are doing a great 
job with the conservation grazing in 
the meadows. 

We also have a superb team of 
volunteers who will turn their hand to 
anything to improve and maintain 
the countryside, from clearing paths 
and surveying butterflies, to pulling 
ragwort and installing gates - they are 
multiskilled people!

Lastly I’ll say that if you see me on the 
hillside or in the woods, be sure to say 
hi!

Tom
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01306 740555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Insurance that gives you 
peace of mind.
 Private Clients
 Business Cover
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
to your home to improve safety, 
promote independence and prevent 
hospitalisation or assist with discharge 
from hospital.

£150 Energy Rebate - MVDC paid 
over £2million to residents and is now 
focused on ensuring that the council 
tax accounts of those who don’t pay 
by direct debit and did not apply for 
a direct payment can be credited as 
soon as possible.

The Government has provided Mole 
Valley with just over £235,000 for use 
as a discretionary scheme to support 
residents who were not entitled for the 
energy rebate payment. Those living 
in Council Tax bands E - H homes and 
receiving Council Tax Support will be 
the priority. Payments will be made 
directly to people who pay by Direct 
Debit. Anyone else will need to apply 
online. Eligible residents can apply 
through the Council website.

Surrey Police Open Day

Surrey Police are inviting all residents 
to join them on Sunday 11 September 

Cost of Living – Help is Available

With the cost of living crisis continuing 
to escalate, the Mole Valley District 
Council website has a  page which 
lists the range of support available 
from the government and other 
parties, in addition to introducing a 
discretionary grant scheme available 
to eligible residents.

If you are 
on a low 
i n c o m e 
or are 
experiencing 
a change 

in financial circumstances, the 
Government offer a range of 
benefits and help to fulfil individual 
requirements:
• Jobseekers Allowance
• Universal Credit
• Employment Support Allowance
• Child Benefit
• Advice and Guidance on Housing Benefit

The Safe and Secure Grant from 
Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) 
supports older or disabled residents 
on lower income. It helps you with 
Handy Person type work done 
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DIP YOUR TOES IN THE WATER 
OF ART APRECIATION

Visit the first 
session of Victorian 

Painting, pay if 
you stay for the 

first term. 

Pre Raphaelite 
artists produced 

romantic, 
naturalistic 

images in sharp 
contrast to the 

neoclassical and 
narrative realism 

of Victorian 
artists. 

This richly 
illustrated course 
will explore the 
wide variety of 
paintings in the 

Victorian era and 
place them within the economy and history of the period.  

Learn to read the messages and stories within the paintings.

Two ten-week courses commencing 
Wednesday 28th September 2022  10am - 12noon

Come and join us in
Westcott Reading Room

   Contact Brenda Culliford (Whitaker)
19 Elmbridge Manor, Cranleigh, GU6 8FT

bwhitaker@uwclub .net      tel 01483 808924
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
for an action-packed day for all the 
family at the Police HQ at Mount 
Browne, Guildford, GU3 1HG.

The event, which will run from 11am-
4pm, promises to be a fun day for 
all and they will be showcasing all 
they have to offer, from the work 
being doing across the Force, to the 
fantastic range of job opportunities 
available. There will be dog trials, live 
demonstrations, an insight to different 
departments, and of course there will 
be lots of vehicles on display!

You can grab a bite to eat at one of 
their catering vans or bring a picnic 
along. Tickets are free but you must 
register and present your ticket, either 
printed or on your phone, upon entry. 
Everything you need to know about 
the day can be found at www.surrey.
police.uk/openday2022. The gates 
will open for general admission at 
11am and last entry will be at 3pm.

Sleep Out Surrey

The nearby Amber Foundation are 
asking you to spend one night outside 
– not to replicate sleeping rough, but 
to give you an idea into the harsh 
realities faced by a growing number 
of young people. You can now sign 
up for Sleep Out Surrey. Support the 
Amber Foundation and fundraise 
collectively for a bed space at their 
impressive facility at Farm Place,  

 
Ockley by sleeping out one night 
on Saturday 1st October on Ockley 
Green.

Once you have set up your fundraising 
page, there is a suggested donation 
of £20 for a registration fee. Suggested 
fundraising amount per person is 
£350 to transform a young person’s 
life at Amber. If you have any 
questions or would like to chat about 
this then contact their Fundraising 
Manager Louise through emailing 
louise.cheung@amberweb.org and 
mention that you saw the opportunity 
in these pages – Louise will help you 
do the rest.

Refugee Tales Come to Dorking

As Vice-Chairman of Mole Valley this 
year, I have already had the chance 
to attend a number of events in 
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remedial roofing
/rɪˈmiːdɪəl ˈruːfɪŋ/ adjective

• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.
      “remedial rooÞng”

Services

ROOF REPAIRS

moss removal, 
repointing & lead-work

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802


    info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk         www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk

   Live feed video roof inspections

Search for a word 

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. 
 Recommended by previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via 

customer feedback. 
 Obtain an up-to-date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

Average score

10/10

NEW ROOFS FLAT ROOFS uPVC WORKS

slate & tiled roof 
replacements

traditional felt & GRP 
Þbreglass

fascia, sofÞt & 
guttering systems 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED



27

THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
support of charitable activities and 
raising the profile of causes that are 
close to home. 

One such occasion was the progress 
of the Refugee Tales group at St 
Martin’s Dorking as a group of more 
than 50 walkers travelled along the 
Pilgrims Way. On their first night their 
evening’s entertainment included 
not just inspirational talks from two 
refugees with different backgrounds 
but also music and readings. 

Anti-Social Behaviour

When I first started as District 
Councillor for Westcott my postbag 
was usually dominated by planning 
and development management 
concerns. Then from a few years ago, 
perhaps helped by the adoption 
of our own Local Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, those seem to 
have calmed a little.

The next most frequent topic seemed 
to be around housing issues - quality of 
homes, relationships with Clarion and 

homelessness. At the time I was in the 
process of establishing Carrie’s Home 
Foundation in memory of Westcott 
resident Caroline Kalmanovic and 
with my fellow trustees we were able 
to work on fundraising and other 
ideas of support.

It strikes me that now my inbox is more 
often than not concerned with anti-
social behaviour and the impact it is 
having on the lives of fellow Westcott 
residents. It is fair to say that often 
when I get to learn more about the 
particular issue, the triggers are much 
more complex than perhaps they 
first appeared to whoever brought 
it to my attention and I am hugely 
grateful for the understanding that 
neighbours bring, and that which 
comes from the council officers and 
NHS professionals, particularly those in 
our mental health teams.

If you are experiencing anti-social 
behaviour, you are always able to 
contact the Council’s team via ASB@
molevalley.gov.uk and they will be 
on hand with first class advice and 
action where appropriate. 

A Time and a Place for Reflection

September is the month when the new 
school year often triggers changes 
to family routines and provides us all 
with a good opportunity to take a 
few moments out to think of our hard 
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
working teachers and school staff and 
all that they do for our communities 
as the generations grow up. 

If you want to find a space to reflect, 
you can always take a wander up to 
Holy Trinity Church and rest yourself 
on the bench dedicated to teacher 
and youth leader Stuart Ryland. The 
view into the hills provides a fabulous 
place to pause a while.

A Request to Us All

Finally, one of the joys of wandering 
around our village is seeing folks 
and observing what’s going on. I 
happened to be walking along one 
road a few weeks ago and saw 
that someone had being playing in 
the road – even with a hopscotch 
court marked out. Beside it was the 
following message that I thought rang 
true for us all:

James Friend
 

                    BROCKHAM CHORAL

Brockham Choral start rehearsing their Autumn Term 
programme meeting on September 13th at St. Johns C of E 
Primary School, Dorking, RH4 2LR

They will  be preparing  Haydn’s’ Nelson Mass’, V Williams  ‘ 5 Mystical Songs’,  
Mozart ‘Laudate Dominum’. The choir, musical director Cole Bendall and 
their wonderful accompanist Marion Lee  look forward to performing this on 
the 3rd December in St.Martin’s Church, Dorking. 

They warmly welcome all voices, no audtion required, for further information 
contact our Secretary Ed Criswick  01372 877069 or visit our website www.
brockhamchoral.org 
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Ripened Sweetcorn, Sussex 
Apples and Artisan Bread 

...for your 
harvest table

Farm Shop
Flower Shop

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com 
Visit us or order from our website.

‘Kingfisher’

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 

 



31

                 MUSIC IN DORKING
15th at 7.00pm Vaughan Williams film at Dorking Halls, free, 01306 881717

Ralph Vaughan Williams, one of this country’s greatest composers, was born 
150 years ago in October 1872. He is closely connected with Dorking - he spent 
his childhood at Leith Hill Place, a large house on the slopes of Leith Hill, he later 
came to live in Dorking, and he conducted the Leith Hill Music Festival (based in 
Dorking) for nearly fifty years. To mark the occasion, the Dorking Halls is showing 
Tony Palmer’s classic film about the composer, with Tony Palmer himself giving 
a personal introduction.

The Vaughan Williams’ anniversary will also be celebrated in October and 
November with a concert by the English Arts Chorale featuring his Sea symphony 
and London symphony, a Come-and-Sing day with the Leith Hill Music Festival, 
and Dorking Choral Society’s concert including one of his best-loved works, The 
Lark Ascending.

There are screenings at the Dorking Halls 
this month of Puccini’s La bohème from 
Glyndebourne (13th) and also his Madam 
Butterfly from the Royal Opera House (27th).

Ian Codd

HOLMBURY CHORAL SOCIETY

Come and join us in September for an exciting new 
season under our new musical director, Cole Bendall. 
We are a choir of 40 singers who meet every Thursday, 
starting on Thursday September 8th at Abinger Village Hall. We are not 
auditioned and welcome anyone at every level in a good-humoured quest 
to improve our technique, knowledge and participate in performing a wide 
range of music. Singing in the Leith Hill Festival also provides the opportunity 
to perform major works with full orchestras. More details on our website www.
holmburychoral.org. Contact: Secretary Liz Hamilton elizabethjuliehamilton@
gmail.com 01306 730382 

Javed Kumar
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk

 
PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
The Birth, Life & Death of the River Mole
 
In May 2018 Prof Richard Selley 
provided a most erudite talk on the 
River Mole’s course in the context of 
the geological development of the 
Weald and the North Downs. The river 
system in the UK has come in for some 
serious criticism for the pollution that is 
happening up and down the country.  

This was well illustrated by numerous 
slides and clever movies describing 
how the North Downs were created in 
geological time.  He showed how the 
flat plate of Wealden clay underlaid 
by chalk was uplifted to form the North 
Downs from which the clay was then 
eroded leaving the chalk exposed.

We learnt that the North Downs were 
in fact the southern edge of the last 
ice age. The map from 1762 was the 
first to show the course of the River 
Mole above ground from its source 
in Baldhorns Copse, south of Rusper, 
from where it runs south and east 
gathering water from small tributaries. 
It runs under a Gatwick runway in 
a culvert, made in 1985, to Sidlow 
where it starts to flow north towards 
Brockham. It collects the Pipp Brook 
at Pixham and flows through the North 
Downs Gap between Ranmore and 
Box Hill continuing up to East Molesey 
near Hampton Court where it joins the 
Thames, having run some 80 km in all.

Earlier maps indicated that ‘the river 
goeth underground’. Much of its route 
lies on impermeable Wealden clay 
south of the North Downs and London 
clay north of the Downs, which is the 
reason why the river responds rapidly 
to heavy rainfall.     

Nowadays the Mole is reported to have 
the greatest diversity of fish species of 
any English river but this was not always 
the case. Between Brockham and 
Leatherhead the river bed changes 
from impermeable Wealden clay to 
permeable chalk and the increased 
gradient allows the water table to 
drop below the river bed. This allows 
water to escape from the river through 
swallow holes in the chalk bed and 
banks, thus reducing the volume of 
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water in the river. Aerial photos show 
a line of green patches in the fields 
between Pixham and Mickleham 
which are the relict swallow holes 
where the underground water comes 
to the surface. Water from Mickleham 
Bends follows a chalky underground 
course coming up in Fetcham Ponds, 
which have never been known to dry 
up. This was described in Brayley’s 
History of Surrey in 1868. 

The origin of the name is attributed 
to the Latin Mola (mill) because 
there were 20 mills on the river in 1086 
according to the Domesday Book.  
Another possibility is a derivation 
from Y Melyn – river of mills or the 
word Molesey (Mul’s island).    For 
geologists the alluvial river terraces 
which have been created as the river 
passes through the North Downs are 

of interest. A clue to the original water 
table is evident in the Dorking South 
Street caves where black lines from 
the limonite deposits indicate possible 
water levels. 

Prof Selley emphasised that in general 
it was necessary to understand that 
the west side of the country was gently 
rising while the East side was subsiding 
into the North Sea. This is well illustrated 
by the figures for the Thames Barrier 
closings to prevent flooding in London 
and the increased erosion on parts 
of the East coast.  Since the Thames 

Barrier was built in 1983 it was closed 
4 times in the 1980’s, 35 times in the 
1990’s, 75 times in the 2000’s and by 
2018, 52 times in the 2010’s – in total 
166 times to date. This latter statistic 
is not a good omen for the idea of a 
grand airport  being built in the Thames 
Estuary  land area. 

The AGM will be on Tuesday 13th Sept 
with a talk by Kathy Atherton at the 
usual time of 8pm at St John’s Hall. The 
Committee welcomes suggestions for 
talks and speakers from the members.

Roger Christian

       WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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CANINE MASSAGE THERAPIST – FAY TALBOT 

BASED IN WOTTON, SURREY, RH5 6QT 
TELEPHONE: 07920 428411 

EMAIL: info@faytalbot.co.uk 
www.faytalbot.co.uk 

www.galenmyotherapy.co.uk 
 
Myotherapy can help your dog by easing postural, physical 
and behavioral issues that you dog may have accrued through 
repetitive strain, injury, surgery or disease, including the 
management of: 
 

• Arthritis  
• Hip and elbow dysplasia 
• Older dogs with mobility issues 
• Post-surgery rehabilitation 
• Lameness issues 

 

Tony 07932 798 419Odette 07889 770 397

www.forbesandschuster.co.ukwww.forbesandschuster.co.uk

Dog Walking   Pet Taxi    Dog Grooming

Professional, Qualied, Insured
Group & Single dog walks

Wide range of dog grooming services

THE BIG YELLOW DOG BUS
Forbes & Schuster

Grooming Walking

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 
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         ABINGER NURSERY
What a wonderful end of term we had!  
Super busy in the sunshine (phew that 
was hot!), prepping for big school, sports 
day, our leavers’ trip and graduation.  
Of course by the time you read this 
some of us will already be enjoying our 
first week at school!  To help give us an 
idea of what we’d be looking forward to 
we explored our school office role play 
area, tried on school uniform, did mark 
making  with chubby chalks and had a 
lovely visit from a big school teacher.

One of our absolute highlights was a 
visit from the fire brigade!  They visited us 
one morning with their shiny fire engine 
and brave crew. The firefighters were 
impressed with our listening skills as they 
showed us their safety equipment and 
tools. We were then treated to a look 
inside the vehicle and a spray of a hose!!
This visit tied in well with our learning 
theme of awesome occupations.  

We have also been talking about what 
we would like to be when we grow 
up with some very interesting answers 
including: Thomas the tank engine, a 
dragon, a knight, a singer, a ballerina, 
an astronaut and a dad. We also asked
the children what jobs their parents do, 
interestingly we have a lot of mummies 
with the same job: cleaning the kitchen!

Recently we had a superb crop of 
potatoes that we grew in our garden 
so we cleverly used them to make a 
delicious potato salad.  It was wonderful 
to dig around in the dirt to find them 

and then bring them to the dinner table 
to enjoy. 

It will seem like a long time ago now 
but we all enjoyed taking part in the 
Medieval Fair parade and sat perfectly 
patiently watching the school children 
dance the maypole. We had so much 
fun decorating bejewelled crowns 
and dragon and castle biscuits at the 
children’s corner. What a wonderful 
afternoon.

We are delighted to announce that 
we are now offering breakfast and 
afterschool clubs. Full information 
can be found on our website 
abingercommonnursery.co.uk.

If you have a child looking to start 
Nursery please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch. Please call 07842 978823 or email 
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com 
We can’t wait to show you around!

Kate Fairbrass
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I would like to express a huge thanks 
to everyone in our school community 
for all the support you give, in so many 
ways, which filters down to make a 
real difference for the children in our 
school. We brought our Summer term 
to an end with exciting events from  
F@SH and our school sports day, and 
preparing the build up to September. 
We want to make sure 2022-2023 is full 
of exciting opportunities for all. As part 
of this we are looking intently at our 
curriculum offer and expanding our 
plans to get our children out into the 
wider world to support their learning 
and give them the opportunities to 
grow and develop.  
 
I would like to thank all who supported 
the Abinger fair and Westfest and 
particularly our maypole dancers 
who were brilliant on each occasion!  
F@SH are an amazing gift to us all 
as an entity that is super supportive 
and their tireless work provides the 
children with amazing opportunities 
and resources. A huge thank you to 
them. 

  SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
Our residentials for the year 4 and 6 
children were a resounding success 
and they grew in confidence and 
resilience overcoming fears and 
anxieties to return stronger of mind 
and spirit; we are very proud of you 
all. 
                           
                                 
Year 4 Residential New Barn Dorset

The Year 4s 
recently enjoyed 
their residential 
at New Barn 
in Dorset. They 
e x p e r i e n c e d 
life as a Roman 

on the first day, where they worked 
hard to produce butter, and then 
they learnt how to march like a 
Roman soldier. On the second day 
the children made secret dens in 
the coppice in the event that they 
would have to hide from a Viking 
invasion! The children all had a really 
memorable time and did an amazing 
variety of activities. They finished their 
stay off with a shindig where they let 
their hair down for the last night.
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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        SURREY HILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL (cont)
Year 6 Residential Trip

Year 6 had 
a fabulous 
time and 
thankful ly 
the sun 
s h o n e . 
Two days 
and nights were spent at High Ashurst 
with challenges such as climbing a 
14-metre wall (blindfolded for some!), 
abseiling, high ropes and trapeze, plus 
many team-building tasks. It is always  
a joy to see characters develop and 
new friendships blossom.  
 

Then we 
moved on 
to Thames 
Y o u n g 
M a r i n e r s 
and enjoyed 
days of 
water sports 
(a relief 
from the 

heat!). Activities included kayaking 
and sailing and culminated in a raft 
race. Well done to The Great Gals 

for winning the 
‘Best Teepee’ 
award and to 
each and every 
child – you 
all achieved 
our goals to 
persevere, build 

self-esteem and work together to 
achieve.

Abinger medieval Fair 2022
It was wonderful to see the pomp 
and ceremony returning to Abinger 
Common Green earlier this month. 
The children looked fantastic in their 
costumes and processed beautifully 
to open the fair.  The maypole 
dancers were absolutely brilliant – 
their plait was 
perfect and 
they all kept full 
concentration 
t h r o u g h o u t 
(even when the 
incorrect music 
was played!).  
A huge thank 
you to Becky 
Smith for giving 
up much of 
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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        SURREY HILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL (cont)
her time and offering her expertise to 
teach the children the dances. Thank 
you to all parents who supported this 
amazing event and to members of  
F@SH for running the teas - reportedly 
the best ever! Incredibly, over £20,000 
was taken during the 3 hours. 

Some of the proceeds will be donated 
to F@SH, and will therefore benefit all 
of the children at Surrey Hills.

Guildford Cathedral Service – Year 6 
Leavers
On a hot June morning, our Year 
6 took part in the Leavers’ Service 
at Guildford Cathedral. Prior to the 
service, the children reflected on 
aspects on their time at Surrey Hills – 
considering their ‘wow’ moments, any 
regrets and also what they are looking 
forward to as they journey onwards.

After 2 years away, it was very moving 
to be back there, celebrating with 
many other schools within the diocese. 

Mr Simon Coles
Headteacher  

Do you have 1-2 hours free a week? Would you like 
to make a difference to someone’s life? 

Yes? Then Age Concern Mole Valley has the perfect opportunity for you. 
We are looking for volunteers to join our Befriender scheme in Dorking.

For more details, please contact our 
Volunteer Co-ordinator Andrea Kelley on: 
07821 649683 / 01306 899104 or email  
andrea@ageconcernmolevalley.org.uk

Registered Charity No 1111678
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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Fraud & Private Crime

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Reputation Protection

Fraud & Private Crime

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Manufacturers and suppliers of exceptionally high 
quality topsoils, turf and landscape materials, we have 
been supplying the landscape and horticultural trades 

as well as discerning retail customers throughout 
London and the South East for over 20 years!

New Website launches November 1st!

DELIVERING SPECIALIST SOILS 
TO THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS 

PROPERTIES IN THE UK

Tel: 01306 877540 or buy online at 
www.buryhilltopsoilandlogs.co.uk
Email: sales@buryhilltopsoil.com

BUILDING AGGREGATES  • WILDFLOWER TURF & SEED  • DECORATIVE STONE• 
PR
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      DORKING MUSEUM
It has been quite a summer – record 
temperatures, lots of sporting events, 
and maybe holidays too. We have 
been busy at the Museum, with 
guided walks, cave tours, five weeks 
of family activities and a successful 
family book launch. But September 
already and the start of autumn. We 
hope that we will be able to welcome 
you to the Museum or (at least) one 
of our events.

Last chance to see: Our summer 
exhibition, ‘Rewildings’, comes to an 
end on 17th September, featuring an 
exclusive collection of paintings by 
local artist Daisy McMullan, inspired 
by walking the local paths of the 
Mole Trail between Leatherhead and 
Dorking.

Hedgerow Heritage:  Retaining a rural 
theme, this 
autumn the 
Museum is 

hosting an exhibition in conjunction 
with the Surrey Wildlife Trust’s 
Hedgerow Heritage Project, an 
ambitious 4-year project aiming 
to restore and protect hedgerows 

across the North Downs Biodiversity 
Opportunity Area. Hedgerows are an 
essential part of our natural heritage 
and support a variety of plant and 
animal species. Since 1945, there 
has been a serious decline in the 
number and condition of these 
essential habitats with their cultural, 
environmental and historic value.  
The exhibition explores the history and 
heritage of the area’s hedgerows, 
their importance to the environment 
and community, and how they might 
be restored and renewed for the 
future. The exhibition opens on 22nd 
September.

Book launch: A Hundred 
Years on a Medieval 
Manor explores the 
development of the 
town and manor of 
Dorking between 
the 1280s and 1380s, 
providing a snapshot of the people 
who lived and worked there during 
these years. After extensive research, 
author Susannah Horne describes the 
manor of this period, how tenants 
made their living and the property 
market flourished, as the emphasis 
shifted from the land to the urban 
centre. She follows families through 
deteriorating weather, crop failures, 
the Black Death and political unrest. 
Thursday 15th September, 7pm, doors 
open 6.30pm.  Tickets £5 bookable 
in advance online or on the door 
subject to capacity, includes a glass 
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Emma Cathro Reflexology 

Reflexology is an ancient therapy that encourages the 
body to relax and come back into balance, by 
stimulating specific points on the feet or hands. It can 
help to improve so many complaints such as insomnia, 
hypertension, pain, long covid, stress, low mood & 
anxiety. Come and enjoy the therapeutic benefits of 
reflexology in my comfortable and peaceful treatment 
room in Westcott.     

Tel. 07811 526 156          

www.ecreflexology.co.uk         @emmacathroreflexology   

Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of talks on 
a fascinating range of topics, some of which are live and 

some accessible via Zoom.  Talks are free to members, but non-members are 
welcome. The September dates include:

• The String of Pearls – Villages from Nutfield to Westerham:  Talk by Bob Evans 
about the villages, hamlets and features along the sandstone ridge from 
Nutfield to Westerham.  5th September at Crossways, Community Baptist 
Church, 7.15 for 7.30pm (£2 at the door for non-members).
• The Black Historical Presence in Surrey:  A Zoom talk by historian Angelina 
Osborne, author of “100 Great Black Britons”. 19th September, https://www.
meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.  

For further details of these talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to 
https://dlhg.org.uk.
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      DORKING MUSEUM (cont.)
of prosecco.  Book available from the 
Museum’s online shop (The Cockerel 
Press, £9).

Following the successful launch 
event in July for the Museum’s new 
interactive family book, the Box of 
Extraordinary Delights, a further event 
in the town is being planned: look out 
for details.  

Walking in Dorking:  September’s 
popular guided walks feature Hidden 
Historic Dorking (Sunday 25th, 11am): 
Dorking as you have never seen it 
before, revealing the hidden treasures 
you may have walked past; and a 
Family History Detective walk (Sunday 
25th, 2pm): an hour’s walk suitable for 
children aged 4-10 which asks, ‘Can 
you be a history detective to find the 
things shown in the photos?’ Both 
leave from the Museum.

Please book walks in advance.  See 
dork ingmuseum.org.uk/guided-
walks-around-dorking/ for these and 
other scheduled dates, details and 
bookings. Private group bookings can 
also be made to suit your requirements 
for timing and itinerary (other themed 
walks are available).  

Heritage Open Days:  This year’s 
theme is ‘Outstanding Inventions’.  No 
inventions, but maybe one of our free 
out-of-town guided walks will give you 
the inspiration to come up with one!   

The Deepdene 
Trail includes 
e x c l u s i v e 
access to the 
grade 2* listed 
Hope family 
M a u s o l e u m 
(from Dorking 
Golf Club 
clubhouse, Sunday 11th, 2pm); 
and two Betchworth Castle tours, 
with exclusive access to the castle 
enclosure (from Betchworth Park Golf 
Club entrance, Sunday 11th and 
18th, 2pm). Please book in advance 
on dorkingmuseum.org.uk/heritage-
open-days-2022/. 

Volunteer opportunities:  The Museum 
is run entirely by volunteers and we 
are still looking to fill some interesting 
and varied roles, whether ‘front of 
house’, helping to make visitors’ 
experience a good one, or ‘behind 
the scenes’, working from home, 
the community or the Museum.  
See dorkingmuseum.org.uk/about/
volunteer-opportunities/ for details 
and application. 

Dorking Museum is at 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS.  Thursday 1pm-4pm, 
Friday and Saturday 10am-4pm. 
Free entry, but donations welcome.  
Visit www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.  
Enquiries to admin@dorkingmuseum.
org.uk or phone 01306 876591.
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00



53

          GREEN WESTCOTT
Being the change

The planet is in crisis. We have seen the 
parched landscape this summer and 
felt the heat of our warming climate 
– the warmest seven years on record 
have all been since 2015 (Copernicus-
EU Earth Observation programme).  
We have witnessed a severe decline in 
nature during our lifetimes. Again and 
again those impacted the hardest by 
intersecting crises – the climate crisis, 
pollution, the cost of living crisis – are 
the most marginalized and vulnerable 
in our societies.

We have come to a landmark point 
where humanity needs to decide 
which path we will choose. A path of 
continued globalization and economic 
growth, favouring large corporations, 
big technology and industrialised 
agriculture, heavily reliant on continued 
fossil fuel use, the exploitation of 
natural resources and cheap human 
labour, with poor working terms and 
conditions. Or a path towards a more 
human-scale future promoting locally-
based economies, justice and equality, 
celebrating diversity, relationship and 
collaboration, in which we all take 

responsibility to care for our families, our 
communities and the land.

Are we content to play the role of 
consumers, pawns in a game of power 
and profiteering for a few, at the 
expense of the natural world and the 
wider population?  Or will we choose to 
stand up for our humanity, in solidarity 
with those who are most impacted, 
and  unite around the things we have 
in common – the desire to love and 
be loved, a deep, innate need for 
connection and the right to a healthy 
environment?  

There are solutions within our reach.  
Wherever you look things are happening 
– local food initiatives, repair cafes, 
zero-waste shops, renewable energy 
projects, campaign action groups, 
cycling schemes and other community 
projects. Initiatives are springing up at a 
local level, diverse and vibrant, aimed 
at bringing cleaner air, healthier food, 
more local work, active travel and 
building community. Thinking globally, 
acting locally. The future is not set. 
Can we take this opportunity to use 
our collective power to co-create a 
brighter, more equitable future?
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based 

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focussed training workshops
• Hoopers classes

Contact:
John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com
www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
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          GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)
Keep it simple

We all have the power to choose where 
to focus our attention to help create 
future scenarios that centre hope, 
compassion and cooperation, through 
individual and collective action. Hold 
a vision of a better world. Take positive 
action where you can. Support those 
bringing changes that you want to see.
Taking action is easier when we take 
small steps to improve things that are 
part of our daily lives, or that we love 
and enjoy.   

Like walking? Join a march in solidarity 
with those campaigning for a cause 
that you empathise with; walk to raise 
awareness of an issue, ie new local 
oil drilling Shale Trail on October 1st or 
Walk with West Papua in solidarity with 
those bearing the brunt of extractive 
industries in their lands*.

Like writing? Write a letter of support 
to someone doing something you 
admire; write a magazine article, 
blog or social media post on an issue 
important to you or write to your MP; 
write a poem or letter to the Earth 
(www.letterstotheearth.com) – and do 

share it with us!

Love cooking? Try out new plant-
based recipes for friends/family; host a 
community meal; bake produce to sell 
locally.

Like gardening or growing food?  
Grow plants to encourage birds and 
pollinators; get involved with Westcott 
Community Garden; share your 
knowledge with others; join Westcott 
Gardening Club.

If you have a particular skill or interest, 
eg crafting, renewable energy, 
finance, birdwatching, baking bread, 
consider running a workshop, hosting a 
talk or hosting an interest group.

Real change comes from the 
grassroots. We can consciously choose 
which narrative to feed each day.  
Saying no to fear, denial and division 
and yes to love, courage and humility.  
When we support each other and work 
together towards shared values we are 
powerful!

Jakki Phillips

*for more 
information or 
to be involved 
in Westcott 
C o m m u n i t y 

Garden or contribute in any way please 
get in touch at info@greenwestcott.org
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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      HARVEST
HARVEST – Celebrating the Surrey Hills landscape together through the arts
Saturday 17 September 6.30pm at Box Hill, Surrey

Harvest is an annual event celebrating the outstanding Surrey Hills landscape 
from the top of the iconic Box Hill. Taking place at dusk on Saturday 17th 
September, the community are invited to come together for a creative picnic 
with singing, percussion, poetry and a striking art installation. The installation has 
been created by hundreds of local people creating ‘Seeds of Hope’ guided by 
artist Diana Burch and represents our connection with each other and nature.

This unique event aims to reflect the cultural 
diversity of our communities in an area of outstanding natural beauty in which 
we all share and benefit. Musical director Anna Tabbush is creating a special 
song for the event for all to join in alongside choirs from around the county.

Get involved! Contact Ali Clarke on surreyhillsarts@gmail.com

Surrey Hills Arts in partnership with the National Trust and Mole Valley District 
Council.

www.surreyhillsarts.org
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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Cradhurst Recreation Ground 
 

WWee  nneeeedd  yyoouurr  vviieewwss  
 

As we emerge from the recent heatwave, think forward to the wetter times of 
the year and to how wet and muddy some parts of the Cradhurst recreation 

ground can be. Is there something we could do about this? 
 

The Westcott Village Association in conjunction with the Westcott 100 Club have 
started thinking about the challenge of improving access through the Cradhurst rec 
in all weathers particularly for users of wheelchairs and buggies. 

This sketch shows a possible path 
layout – the exact route needs 
to be determined. The idea is to 
connect the existing entrances 
with a path (made from 
sustainable but hard-wearing 
materials) going around the 
main playing area. 

Any work would be paid for by a 
combination of funds from the 
WVA, the Westcott 100 Club 
and other grant sources. 

To be able to access these 
funding sources we need to 
demonstrate that there is a local 
need for this work, so this is 
where you come in. 

We need YOUR input. How can 
we improve all-weather 
accessibility? Where could a 
path go? What materials would 
work best? What other solutions 
should be considered? 

Email your comments to us at 
cradhurstpath@gmail.com, 

contact us via the WVA Facebook page or drop a note (marked “Cradhurst path”) 
in the letter box at St John’s. 

TThhaannkk  yyoouu  ffoorr  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt!!  
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Dorking
Surrey
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