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Westcott has a population of over
2,000 and this is the only magazine
written specifically for the Westcoft
ared by the people of Westcoftt. It
is hand delivered, free of charge, to
every household and further copies
are available at the church, local
shops, pub and doctor's surgery.
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If you have any articles, photos,
lefters, etc that you think we may
like to feature in the next issue,
please email the Editor on:
editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication wiill
always be subject to space and at
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for
February issue:

8th January 2023

This magazine, published by the
Church in Westcott, is prinfed on
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
accredited paper from a sustainable
source. The views expressed are
those of the individual writers and
do not necessarily reflect the views
of the Church, Editor or Westcott

residents.

Cover photo - Snowy tracks under a sunset




FROM THE EDITOR

% 2023 here we comel!
| hope you all had
a peaceful and
relaxing Christmas
and that you have a
happy and healthy
New Year.

If anyone needs any help or can offer
help to otherresidents then please see
page 13 for details on the Westcott
Good Neighbour Scheme, let's make
sure no-one struggles alone this winter
with cost of living or loneliness issues.
Remember too that the community
fidge van is regularly coming to St

John's on a Monday afternoon each
week.

The Plein Air painters’ group have an
exhibition at the end of this month
at Denbies so see page 26 if you're
interested.

Please keep sending in your pictures
and copy this year, it makes a much
more interesting magazine with lots of
different contributors, and it's always
nice to see your name in print!

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

BT

over the next 12 months.

NEW YEAR™S TRADTTTONS AROUND THE WORLD

= Tnsome South Amerfoan contries, you might see some people on Nevr tear's
& Fve walking around with an empfy suttoase. Some believe that taking
wehat 1s called o “suttease vealk™ means they will have o gear full of adventures ahead.

When the clocks hit midnight i Spain, gou'll find people reaching for gmpes This IS
hecause 1t 1s tradrtional to eat one grape each time the clock strikes at 4
midnight to bring gou 12 lucky months in the year to come.

= In Brazil, there 1s a tradition to eaf lentils «f Nevr Year, as these represent
money - meaning good fortine for the year ahead.

I ou were celebrating Newe Year in Denmark, 1€ would be a good thing i gou found
smashed plates on gour doorstep as it means good luck. So, T gou were Danish, gou
might o and smash « plate on « friend’s doorstep o bring good luck

ok




...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

THE CHURCH IN

Building Friendships. Sharing Life

NEW YEAR,

NEW QUESTIONS?

Why is it that the start of a New Year
seems to prompt so many of us, amid
the fireworks and the enthusiastic
renditions of auld lang syne, to strive
to ‘do better’ in the coming yeare

This is no new phenomenon. The

I no longer make New Year's
resolutions, but | do use this season
to ask myself searching questions. Is
there anything about the way | am
living that needs to shift if my practice
is to fit with my values and beliefs?
Do these values and beliefs that
define how | seek to live need fo shift
according fo any new evidence?

The biggest questions we can ask as
human beings is whether we have
been created with a purpose or are
simply a happy cosmic accident. Is

author Mark Twain  wrote the there a Gode Does it even mattere
following in a letter on 1 You will have guessed
January 1863: THIS YEAR... from my vocation that

_WHY NOTSET OUT theevidencelexamined
“Yesterday, everybody led me to conclude that
smoked his last cigar, TO EXAMINE AFRESH there is a God, and that
fook his last drink, SOME OF LIFE’S BIG  this matters a great deal.
and swore his last | am often surprised
oath. Today, we are a QUESTIONS? however, not that

pious and exemplary
community. Thirty days from now,
we shall have cast our reformation
fo the winds and gone to cutting our
ancient shorfcomings considerably
shorter than ever.”

people draw different
conclusions to me, but that many
people don't take time to look at the
evidence.

Francis Collins has been a leading




...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

scienfist in the field of genetics
for many vyears, working as the
director of the National Human
Genome Research Institute and
subsequently as the director of the
National Institutes of Health. He had
concluded that “all of this stuff about
religion and faith was a carryover
from an earlier, irrational time.”

Then, having observed up close
the real and tangible difference
people’s faith made to them,
especially in times of suffering, he
had a shocking realisation:

“I had made a decision to reject any
faith view of the world without ever
really knowing what it was that | had
rejected. And that worried me. As
a scientist, you're not supposed to
make decisions without the data. It
was pretty clear | hadn't done any
data collecting here about what
these faiths stood for.”

Tohissurprise, asherationally explored
the evidence it eventually led him fo
become a Christian. This year — along
with  whatever resolutions you may
or may not make — why not set out
to examine afresh some of life's big
guestions? You may be surprised at
where it leads you.
Rev. Tim Armstrong
Vicar
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The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme
We are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need.

Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.

Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010

Ali Mabley 01306 889641

Or contact our vicar, Rev. Tim Armstrong
07547602666 vicar@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk

thechurchlnwestcott org.uk




SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY

8.30am Book of Common Prayer Communion, A warm
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is also
livestreamed on Zoom.

SAEIME or  visit the  Online  Services page  of
‘ SFEA thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

1st Epiphany - Naming of | * One 9:30am service today, to welcome

Jan Christ in the New Year with a service of Morning
Worship

8th Epiphany - Baptism of | Book of Common | Communion

Jan Christ Prayer Communion

Sia | Philippians 3.1-14 Book of Common Communion

Jan Prayer Communion

2%)ael | Philippians 3.15-4.3 Book of Common | Communion

Jan Prayer Communion

2Xka) | Philippians 4.4-23 Book of Common Morning Worship

Jan Prayer Communion

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John's




THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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Small groups of people who meet online or in person
every 2 weeks to chat and pray about life & faith.

Life groups:
+ explore ways we can bring God's love, justice and joy into our relationships
with other people and creation, into our leisure and into our work
* give you an opportunity to explore the Bible and consider what it says
+ use worship, simple contemplation and prayer to help us encounter God
Contact Richard Lister richardnwlister@gmailcom for more information T

THE CHURCH IN

BUILDING FRIENDSHIPS SHARING LIFE

Parent, Baby and Toddler Group

St John’s Community Hall, Westcott
Thursday mornings 9-11am, term time

An informal and friendly group for parents,
grandparents & carers,

along with their babies & pre-school children.
Enjoy comfy sofas, good coffee,
and friendship.
£2 voluntary contribution
per family
St John’s Community Hall,
Furlong Road, Westcott RH4 3PP




THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

On 2nd December the church was fuller than usual
for John's funeral. As a Westcoftt resident for nearly
35 years, he had lots of village friends who came to
say goodbye. Inrecent years John became good
friends with our next-door neighbour lan Hughes,
who led the service.

The bible reading and address were based
on conversations they’'d had about faith, the
afterlife, and indeed the probability of God. It was
remarkable how many people said afterwards that
these questions never seem to be debated, and how lan’s address had
made them think in a different way.

One particular thought that resonated was that every doubt implies faith in
a stronger alternative conviction, and that we should be as demanding for
evidence for the alternative as for the initial proposition that we doulbt.

If you wonder about these questions too, would you be interested in continuing
the conversation, maybe at an open exchange early in the New Year?

If you're interested, please email either lan or Andrea,

at rev.ian.hughes@gmail.com or andrea.gabb@btinternet.com

Holy Trinity Church
A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer, Open to All

Holy Trinity Church is open for you to visit, for private prayer or reflection
Every Day 9:00am-4:00pm

Come to enjoy the beauty and peace, pray, reflect, breathe, be.

All ave welcome




THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT
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All who live in Westcott or have a connection here, are very welcome to
have christenings, funerals, weddings in Holy Trinity.

Contact the churchwardens for more information. THE CHURCH
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, OF ENGLAND
FLOODLIGHTING

Many thanks to Yasmin & Freddie George, who have sponsored January's
floodlighting in memory of their son Freddie (Little Freddie) & their Grandpa
Freddie Harry George, who passed away in the summer of 2018 aged 98.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey

at sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk. (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcoftt
Church Funds.)

FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

Marriage:

19th November Peter Yates & Rebecca Woodhams
Death:

26th June 2022 Robert (Bob) Thomson (91)

6th November 2010 Gordon Dowling (89)

17th July 2022 Myra Dowling (97)

10th October 2022 Jean Davey (93)



HANNAH SCHELLANDER

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY & TRAUMA THERAPY

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS
FEARS & PHOBIAS

| BI]UT WHAT TO EAT OR

TRAUMA & PTSD
HOW TO EXERCISE EVER CONFIDENCE
AGAIN?! SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

Arrange a chat with Paul - a specialist in helping WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
over 40s restore health, vitality and longevity

E: paul@revitalisefitness.com| 07858 731890

revitalisefitness.com 07846 508117
WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

BRAMLEY
HOUSE

Westcott Street, Westcott
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from ® 24 hour care and support
home set in beautiful grounds nestled e 16 delightful rooms

in the heart of t.he surrey Hills. We pride e Friendly caring staff
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of

residential care needs from respite breaks e Freshly prepared meals

and companionship reasons through to ® Permanent & respite stay
dementia and more complex requirements. e Varied activities and outings

Inspected and rated

Tel: 01306 740003 * Email: info@bramleyhouse.net
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net Qo




WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS \W

Dear Residents,

Happy New Year and welcome fo
2023, may it bring big new adventures
as well as small things for us to be
grateful for each day.

Thank you to everyone who attended
the WVA Open Meeting on the 7th
December. Along with updates on
planning, highways and membership
from the Committee there was lofs
of positive debate about the future
of retail in the village; the challenges
of parking and a useful update from
Bernd Ratzke about the Village Hall.
Minutes of the meeting and copies of
the presentation slides can be found
on our website www.westcoftvillage.
com

The Open Meeting also gave us an
opportunity to say a huge thank

The WVA Committee saying farewell to Tim

you to Tim Way who has now stood
down as Chair of the Westcoftt Village
Association after five years in the role.
Tim's passion for doing the right thing;
determination fo see Westcott thrive
and confinue to be a great place
to live and work; along with his good
humour and kind spirit have been
an incredible asset to the village.
Although we will miss his leadership
we are delighted he will contfinue fo
support the committee in the future.

The position of Chair remains vacant
for the fime being but with a well-
established and active committee the
WVA will contfinue to go from strength
to strength. If you would like to put
yourself forward to be at the helm of
the Committee as its new Chair please
do getin touch.

As always please contact
us with any ideas or to
share your views on village
life.

Best wishes
WVA Committee
contaci@westcottvilage.com

Left to right: Sally Hewetson (Membership); Nick Lund (Highways); Edwin Harland (Treasurer)

behind; Jo Astor (Communications); Tim Way (Chair); Jon Mears (General) behind; James Leaver

(Planning) and Paul Goddard (Secretary)
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surgeons

South East Tree Surgeons are a Family-Run business
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to
Commercial businesses, local councils & private
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified &
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:
www .southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk
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Please do us on

Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk
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Our Services include

* Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting
- & Crown Thinning

* Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding

* Precision Tree Felling

: » Pollarding

* Branch removal

: * Cabling & bracing

: » Stump Grinding

: * Hedge Management

: ¢ Storm Clearance and Ground

! Clearance

P Supplier of seasoned logs

s A

0333 5777663
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Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme

This winter many individuals and families
will struggle with the cost of living.

If you need help, know
someone who needs help
or can offer help then
please email jonandmum@gmail.com
or WhatsApp on 07496
036398.

If you're able to offer a lift, a quick call, food
or just some friendly advice then please
reach out, it all helps.
Alternatively pop in during open hours for a
discreet chat.

Thank you.

Jon

13




MANOR
HOUSE
BOOKHAM

Building Strong Foundations

%ﬁﬁa”iﬁ
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i
LOWER PREP PLACES AVAILABLE

Come and Visit Us

'To Love is to Live.’
www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org

14




WESTCOTT VILLAGE
COFFEE MORNING

at N

The Village Hall %j d@; b
(formerly The Reading Room) as %
>

As we will not be meeting in January,
please come and join us on

Wednesday 1st February 2023

Jigsaw and Book exchange

10.30am - 12.00 midday

BROCKHAM CHORAL

Make your New Year's resolution to sing. Come and join
us as Brockham Choral starts this New Year preparing the
Mass in D composed by Ethel Smyth. This was performed at the Proms last
year to great acclaim. No audition is required and the choir would welcome
you warmly. Our knowledgeable Music Director Cole Bendall along with
our wonderful accompanist Marion Lee make every rehearsal an unfolding
musical journey. Rehearsals begin on January 9th, 7.30pm, at St John's School,
Dorking RH4 2LR

Many fun activities are organised for this yearincluding a 4 day tour to Nothern
France. For more information visit www.brockhamchoral.org

15




Westcott
Village Hall

The Perfect Venue for any event

The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the
heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking.

[t is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting
classes, meetings and functions.

About the venue: Hire rates:
1x large hall (100 pax) - Mornings - £19 - £32
1 x meeting room (8 pax) - Afternoons - £24 - £61
Drop down projector screen - Evenings - £35 - £69
Modern audio system - Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
Wi-Fi - Sale of alcohol licence - £20

Male and female cloak rooms
High capacity gas heating
Large car park onsite

Mobile: 07967 286636 ~ Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com

www.westcottvillagehall.com




WESTCOITT FELLOWSHIP COTTAGE TRUST

As published in the December 2022 Magazine and noted
elsewhere, The Westcott Fellowship Cottage Trust now has a
house for allocation. Following completion of necessary repairs
and maintenance, it is likely that the house will be available for
occupation around the end of March or early April 2023, but
this date is subject to change. Note that Trust Properties are
offered with a ‘Licence to Occupy’, and not as a lease, on terms set by the Trust.
The address of the house is 3 Westcott Mews, Parsonage Lane, Westcott, RH4
3NL. Downstairs there is a living room and separate kitchen, and upstairs three
bedrooms and a bathroom. In addition, it has plenty of inside storage space, a
single garage and a lovely private garden. Given its size, the house is suitable
accommodation for a family or extended family.

The Trust is now open for applications from prospective beneficiaries of the
house. Application forms can be requested in writing from the Trustees either
by email to applications@westcottfellowship.org.uk orin writing to the Westcott
Fellowship Cottage Trust, c/o St. Johns Free Church, Furlong Road, Westcoftt,
RH4 3PP. Please include your fullname, contact address and telephone number
with your enquiry. Instructions for completing and returning the application form
will be provided to Applicants by return. All requests for an application form will
remain confidential between Trustees and the Applicant.

Please note that the following criteria will be among those used by Trustees in

assessing all applications:

* that Applicants willhave a strong association with Westcott and are preferably
already living in the village

* the comfort and suitability of the Applicant’s present accommodation for
them and their household

e the Applicant’s current financial situation

e that the best use is made of the accommodation being made available by
the Trust

There is no ‘waiting list preference’ and all applications received by the deadline
will be assessed. Applicants then shortlisted will be interviewed by the Trustees -
preferably at their current accommodation.

The deadline for submitting a completed written application form is strictly
12noon on 31st January 2023. If you wish to be considered as a potential
beneficiary, please contact the Trust without delay.

17



TONY WINCH

E— T ———

CARPENTER, JOINER
& CABINET MAKER

www.tonywinch.com

01306 742373
07969 016 924

Colin Campbell

Local Electrician

® Registered Part P @
® Approved Contractor @

T: 01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com
(M.

i,

Building Plans
For Home Improvements & Extensions

Many local projects completed
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals
Fast Efficient Service

“Established over 30 years”

MICHAEL LLOYD

CEng MICE MIHT

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402
For free consultation

[ 4
The Tree Associates (Surrey) Ltd

Arboricultural Experts

Westcott based

We are a local tree surgery company oftering all
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully

insured team.

® Tree surgery ® Hedge cutting

® Felling ® Consultancy

® Stump removal ® Oak Processionary
® Planting Moth treatment &
nest removal

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk
0800 1978490

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE

Manor Farm, Wotton

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale
Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,
Dry Aged 28 days
Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork
info@manorfarmsurrey.com
www.manorfarmsurrey.com

01306 730922
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The December draws were held in the Village Hall (the Reading Room in
“old money”) during the Christmas Fair on 26 November. Thanks to a number
of new members joining the scheme we now have 110 eligible fickets. The
winning quarterly draw tickets were 121 (1st prize, £137.50) and 47 (2nd prize,
£68.75). Ticket number 51 won the annual prize of £275.00.

The Westcoft 100 Club is proud once again to have been able to make a
contribution towards the village Christmas tree on the Green.

If you do want fo join the scheme, we remain open for new members and
for existing members to increase their number of tickets. We are limited to a
maximum of 200 tickets, and individual members may hold up to 20 each.
Membership costs £25 per ticket per year. Your number(s) will be entered
into four quarterly draws (March, June, September and December) and the
annual draw in December.

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.com.
We look forward to hearing from you soon.

AldaAndreottt (Chair),
Edwin Harlaond (Treasurer),
Richawd Packer (Secretowry)

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965.
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Lawn Mowing . ’ | | Sherlock Funeral Service

Lawn Treatments 130-year-old, independent,
GardenTidyUps family business.
T“"i“g % e  Funeral Directors & Monumental
i ) Masons
Hedge ﬁlllllng A s e  Private Service Chapel & Rest
= -
Pressure washing Rooms

e  Home visits if required

e  Pre-paid Funeral Plans
é & Trellis House

190 South Street

Phil’s Mowing .. Dorking RH4 2ES

DORKAG - : T: 01306 882266
v . E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk

Dorking and surroundmn areas v = 6/( Sherlock Funeral Service
07905 160765 ' Tl Servive 5 of

nhil@philsmowingdorking.co. uk < 2010.

i ‘E‘D Anthony Wakefield & Company
OO Fine Art & General Insurance Brokers

01306 740555

Insurance that gives you
peace of mind.

v Private Clients

v" Business Cover

v’ Listed Buildings

v’ Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefield.com

Anthony Wakefield & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Fina Authority with reference: 307545.
Company number: 01756254. Our registered office is 4 Guildf ad, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.




THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...

Polling Station Review

The District Council feam have been
consulting on how the pattern of
Polling Stations across our new ward of
Mickleham, Westcott and Okewood
should change. Although there was
at one point a suggestion that every
one of the 1,838 projected voters in
Westcott should go to the Reading
Room (Village Hall),  am very pleased
to say the common sense prevailed
and St John's Chapel will remain as
a polling station as well. The other
places that people in our expanded
ward will be able to cast their vote will
be:

* Mickleham Village Hall (363 voters)
* The Stepping Stones (608)

* Forest Green Village Hall (469)

* Okewood Hill Village Hall (569)

* Ockley Village Hall (791)

* Abinger Hommer Village Hall (226)
e Evelyn Hall (394)

* Wotton Village Hall (400)

T It's a 32 mile
round frip just
i) fo cover the
¥ ten polling
= stations - or

about the equivalent of here fto
Canary Wharf,

Local Job Opportunities

One of the things that I've been proud
of in my fime as Westcoft's District
Councillor is the number of village
people who work for the council itself.
Don't get me wrong, | don't think I've
actually had a hand in any of them
getting their employment, most were
before my time as it were, but people
working for the council living in our
vilage gives the council a greater
depth of
knowledge
about  our
community
than would
otherwise
be the case.

If you are looking for an exciting and
dynamic new job opportunity as we
head into the new year, then why not
check out the council’sjob vacancies
at jobs.molevalley.gov.uk

Litter Pick Thank
You

A huge thank
you to everyone
that came and
helped us with
the Village Litter
Pick before the



J.CASEY
DECORATING & BUILDING
SERVICES

PAINTING/PLASTERING/TILING/
PLUMBING/CARPENTRY & GENERA
REFURB |

Office 07733 452 90
~ Email jcdbs15@gm

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL ¢ SCHOOLS *« ACOUSTIC
HOARDING ¢ GATES ¢ SECURITY

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...

(cont.)

Christmas season started.

We gathered 15 bags full of rubbish
fromaroundthe hedgerows, footpaths
and public spaces. All this helps
make our community tidier. It also
serves to help out our local wildlife, by
protecting their much loved habitafts.

Nature
though has
started tfo
get its own
back on us
— this free
is growing
directly
through a hub-cap alongside the
main road and it wasn't for shifting.

Looking Back Again

Finally, as we near the end of
Westcoft having its own dedicated
District Councillor, it's time to look
back again to previous editions of
this column. Eight years ago (do the
maths, you'll be surprised that eight
years ago was only 2015!) our local
police team were urging us not to be
complacent about the dark nights
aiding burglaries. The article bears
repeating:

Our local Police team have
highlighted to me that the darker
evenings fend to see an increase in
burglaries.

23

Burglary is a horrible crime to be a
victim of, and it's a priority for us to
tackle - which is why Surrey Police
recently undertook a regional anti-
burglary campaign with Police in
Thames Valley, Sussex and Kent. Their
work saw a 15% reduction in burglary
over a three week period compared
to the previous year and across the
region 265 burglary suspects were
arrested during the campaign while
suspects were charged with 104
burglaries.

The campaign stressed that it is easy
to take some simple steps to protect
yourself against being burgled: Light
It, Lock It, List It.

Light if:

 Install low wattage timed security
lighting that stays on throughout the
night

Make sure your house looks
occupied even when it isn't. Use an
automatic fimer switch to turn interior
lights on and off

Lock it:

e Keep your front and back doors
shut and locked — even when you are
at home

e Fit window locks and ensure French
windows and patio doors are secure

e Never leave door or car keys or
other valuables in reach of a letter
box or window

* Secure your garage and shed too -
equipment kept in a garage or shed



01306 88 55 33

For quotes or to make a booking
email us on: Enquiries@dorkingtaxis.co.uk

www.dorkingtaxis.co.uk

© 4/6/8Seaters
@ Airport specialists
@ Ferry ports & Eurostar

@ Courier services available

@ Home to School Transport service available

@ Long distance journeys welcome

@ All drivers & vehicles are fully vetted by MVDC
& Surrey County Council

@ Lady drivers available on request

@ All major card payments accepted u n '@l
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)

can be just as tempting for a burglar
e If you can, install a burglar alarm
and set it every time you leave your
home

List it:

* Register your property atimmobilise.
com it's free of charge and can
increase your chances of being
reunited with your property

e Install an app on your phone/tablet
so that it can be traced

Surrey Police have also highlighted
that, as often happens during the
winter months, they are seeing an
increase in rogue traders preying on
the elderly and vulnerable. Rogue
fraders know that they can cause
alarm by pointing out a leaking

gutter or damaged roof tiles and
some people will be concerned that
the rain (or snow) might get info their
homes if they don’t have the “work”
done.

You can help be alert to these
potential crimes by booking a free
crime reduction survey for your
property — just give Surrey police a
call via 101.

Coming bang up fo date with this
advice, this year we are encouraged
to “Think WIDE(N)" to have the best
possible protection against burglary.

Researchshowsthatasetcombination
of security actions provides up to 50
times more protfection for your home
versus no security. A combination of
WIDE actions is the most effective
and recommended by police
throughout the country. Additionally,
Neighbourhood Watch believe
neighbours keeping an eye out for
each other is also key to preventing
burglary.

WINDOWS: Lock your windows
INTERIOR: Put your interior lights on a
timer

DOORS: Double or deadlock your
doors

EXTERIOR: Put your exterior lights on a
sensor

(N)EIGHBOURS: Keep an eye out for
neighbours

For more advice check out www.
ourwatch.org.uk/burglary-WIDEN

James Friend



SURREY HILLS PLEIN AIR PAINTERS

“A Fresh View of Surrey” 2023

Denbies Wine Estate, London Road,
Dorking, Surrey RH5 6AA

23rd January 12.00-16.00 and
24th-29th January 10.00-16.00

The Surrey Hills Plein Air Painters are pleased to announce their first exhibition.
They are a creative band of hardy artists who paint out of doors in all
weathers and all year round. What started out in a small way has grown to
a membership of over 90, many of whom can be seen in and around
Surrey on a Friday morning, painting in all media. We count professionals
and amateurs amongst our number, and are excited to welcome you to
our very first exhibition in Denbies Gallery.

We will be displaying over 200 pieces of exciting new and original art,
all for sale at affordable prices. The painfings should appeal to every
taste, featuring different subjects and styles and covering a wide variety
of prices. There will be a selection of unframed paintings for sale too -
original art makes a unique and thoughtful gift. Enfrance to the exhibition
is free and Denbies has a good café and restaurant, runs tours of the
vineyard and has an excellent shop, so come and make a day of it!
There is plenty of free parking.

Rick Holmes (Chairman) Email: surreyhillspainters@gmail.com
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Save the date!
WESTfest 2023

N

Bank Holiday
Monday May 8th

In Celebration of

Jhe Hing's
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LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX
www.lhpl.co.uk

Groundwork and
Drainage Engineers

Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic
Tanks and Soakaways

Foundations, Concreting,
Surface and Foul Drainage

Phone 01306 628412 or email
info@lhpl.co.uk

Established 1992
RIDBAT Y @) “hitec

SOFT INTERIORS
BY
JOSEPHINE

BESPOKE HIGH
QUALITY CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND
SOFT FURNISHINGS

PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY ADVICE ON
DESIGN

FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE
TELEPHONE: 01306 644802 (Home)

07767 771777 (Mobile)

EMAIL: Jjosoftinteriors@gmail.com

WHO IS THE BEST

FANNY'S MARMALADE COMPETITION
CLOSING DATE: TUESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY
ENTRY FORMS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE FARM SHOP

info@kingfisherfarmshop.com € O O 4 Farm ShOp
01306 730 703 Kl”gf‘sher Flower Shop




MUSIC IN DORKING @

21st at 7.30, Grimethorpe Colliery Band at Dorking Halls, £15-25, 01306 740619
22nd at 7.30, Leatherhead Choral Society at Leatherhead Theatre, £19.50

The Dorking Concertgoers Society is delighted to present the world-famous
Grimethorpe Colliery Band at the Dorking Halls. From its foundation over a
century ago in a small Yorkshire mining fown, the band has achieved the status
of Britain’s premier brass band. They have won numerous band championships
and performed across the UK as well as around the world. They are sure to
provide us with a very enjoyable evening of music, including several brass band
favourites.

The Leatherhead Choral Society will perform a special Concert for Peace.
Their programme contains some particularly beautiful music, by composers
including Beethoven and Schubert, John Rutter and Karl Jenkins, all focussed
on a celebration of peace. lan Assersohn will conduct the choir, fogether with
a string orchestra, and the concert will also include one of his own compositions.

There are two screenings at the Dorking Halls this month — Andre Rieu's concert
in Dublin is showing on Jan 7th and 8th.




remedial roofing

- provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies.

We specialise in: ‘remedial roofing”
New roofs, All roof repairs, Flat roofs, New uPVC ALL WORK
slate & t.lle.d roof moss removal & tradltlc.mal felt & Fascia, S.Offll & GUARANTEED
specialists gutter clearance GRP fibreglass guttering

Average Score 10/10

R ded, vetted & i d local traders and service providers. Recommended by

previous customers, vetted by Checl de, itored via feedback. Obtain an up-to- Chec&atrade
date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com Where reputation matters

fon of Roofing Call us today for a FREE quotation on: @
St 8, 01306 304736 | 07852 833802

All Members Offer

Insurance
Backed Guarantees

p- info@remed!alroofilng.co.uk TRADING
& www.remedialroofing.co.uk APPROVED

597
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BUY, SELL or LET

your property with...

Local People o Local Knowledge o Local Experts

Seymours Dorking

01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

(@) @thewestcatttable
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WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP
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Secrets, Sex and Scandals of the Royal
Court 1660 - 1830

On the 8th November Sarah Slater,
wearing a period gown, the fashion for
the fime, which she had made herself,
provided an intriguing talk on the
behaviour of personalities at the time
when Hampton Court was the Royal
Residence. Sarah is the senior curator
and guide at Hampton Court Palace.
Those who have visited Hampton
Court will know that it was built initially
by Cardinal Wolsey starting in the early
1500's but was taken over by Henry
VIII.

Royal marriages at that time had only
one purpose: to provide a legitimate
heir and secure the succession. They
were arranged between the Royal
Houses and often the couple had not
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seen each other before the wedding.
Love did not play a part. The King
was expected to have a mistress or
even mistresses to prove his manhood
and virllity. The resulting illegitimate
children were mostly acknowledged
and often given fitles and positions
at court. Quite a few present day
aristocratic families can trace their
connection back to these affairs. Only
if they were the result of a licison with
lower ranks were they denied and
given away to be adopted or fostered.
When George Il and his wife fell
passionately in love with each other
after their arranged marriage, and
he did not want to choose a mistress,
the courtiers were dismayed and the
aristocratic families who had hoped
that one of their daughters would be
chosen as mistress were disapproving,
as it meant less influence at court and
in state affairs.

The Royal wives on the other hand
were expected to be pure and
faithful. Their sole duty was to provide
an heir and a spare. Once they had
achieved that a blind eye was turned
on the occasional affair provided it
was discreet. When Princess Sophie
Dorothea, wife of Georg Ludwig of
Hanover who later became George
I, had a passionate affair with Count
Koénigsmarck she threw discretiontothe
wind, and the resulting scandal meant
that Kdnigsmarck was assassinated
and she was incarcerated in an out-
of-the-way castle in Germany, where



Jo Smewing and
Angela Deloford at the
Christmas Fair running
the Gardeners’ Club
stall selling Christmas
bulbs in decorated pots.

‘Misty
morning’
by Tanya
O’'Carroll

‘What's in store?’
by Andrew Lewis

‘Steam train through
Westcott’ by Jo Smewing
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WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.)
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she lived for the last 30 years of her
life. She was never allowed to see her
children again. It is hard for us today to
understand these double standards.

To get it info historical perspective this
talk was about the court in the Stuart
period after Queen Elizabeth, the last
TudorQueen, who diedin 1603 andwas
succeeded by James VI of Scotland
who was James | of England. His son
Charles | reigned through a period of
strife and civil war (inter regnum 1649-
1660) when Cromwell ruled (ref. Parish
Mag March 2015 - Surrey in the Civil
War). The Stuarts believed in the divine
right of kings to rule rather than the
elected representatives and this was
resisted by the Puritan Oliver Cromwell.

After Charles | was executed in 1649
Charles Il endeavoured to defeat
Cromwell but was defeated himself
at the Battle of Worcester and fled to
France in 1651. He stayed there until
1660 when he was invited back and
reigned until 1685, succeeded by his
son James Il until 1688. Charles Il was
known as the Merry Monarch and
during his reign occurred the Plague
(1636), the Fire of London (Sept 1666)
and the Sea Baftle of Lowestoft
(June1665) with the Dutch.

From 1688 we had William Il and Mary
Il, the daughter of James Il. They were
proclaimed joint sovereigns of England
in April 1689 and were accepted
by Scotland in June 1689 but not by
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Ireland who were still loyal to James |l
William Il led an army to Ireland and
James’ supporters were defeated at
the Battle of the Boyne in 1690. Mary
Il died in 1694 and Williom reigned on
his own until his death in 1702. He was
succeeded by Queen Anne (sister of
Mary 1l) who was married to Prince
George of Denmark, a committed
protestant.

The Act of
Union in 1707
united the
Kingdoms
of  Scotland
and England.
Queen Anne
reigned until
1714 and
was the last
monarch of the Stuarts, as all but one
of her 18 children died in infancy. Her
son, Prince William, Duke of Gloucester,
lived to the age of 11. Then followed
the Georges of the House of Hanover
and Buckingham Palace became the
royal residence for Queen Victoria in
1837.

One wonders whether the NHS
midwifery and obstetrics service would
have been able to help Queen Anne
to save some of her children, and
perhaps changed the course of British
history!

Roger Christian



\,[’\GVW\’“\O Serv LC

g//(/;zZ /////

ACQUIS

Chartered Accountants
Faye and her team are friendly, reliable
cleaners who can solve all your
household chores.

Working in Westcott for 12 years.
Local references available.

Phone 07590 276238 TAILORED PACKAGES FOR NEW BUSINESSES

ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION ADVICE

HELP WITH YOUR PERSONAL TAX

E;.’::l:t?gok A small and caring professional team delivering

dependable service and peace of mind

Nw& ® Bathing @ Clipping
_  ®Nails @® Stripping For more information please contact us on

ﬁ 01306 881884 or email anne@acquis.co.uk

The Bell House © 57 West Street » Dorking » Surrey RH4 1BS

Becky Robinson - 07739 263244 www.acquis.co.uk

EDE BROS

| -REMOVALS - STORAGE - SHIPPING - ’JJ

PE%%‘?K(’){%‘&?\« 01306 711293

Our technicians are fully trained edebrOSCOu k

in the removal of:
RATS * MICE *» WASPS ¢ SQUIRRELS + Established 1926,

FLIES ¢« MOLES * COCKROACHES Capel-based EDE BROS

. for and family owned e
Domestic & Commercial, Schools, 1508 711263

Housing Associations & Agriculture - For STRESS-FREE o S
w"—"

 O) . local, national
Call FREE on 0800 092 2277 o dg":o:e"s“ EDEBROS
or 01306 501426 _ D"’*;”’g[f:';e’y;;:grm 2
info@emwoodpestcontrol.com + Contact us E , et o

www.emwoodpestcontrol.com for your FREE
estimate...

Dorking, Surrey, England
01306 711293
www.edebros.couk




SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL @

We sincerely hope that your Christmas
Festivities were warm and bright and
joyful. The spirit of giving and thinking
of others was at the forefront of many
of our minds and actions. In the run up
to Christmas at school, we certainly
gave thanks for all that we were so
lucky to have and share. We also
hope you managed to welcome the
New Year in with hope, peace and
with positivity.

We at Surrey Hills All Saints have started
our fime back at School filled with
aspiration and ambition. Ready and
armoured with resilience and faith to
work together to build on all the good
that has been achieved thus far, but
recognise there is much within our
reach to change and remake as we
enter the warm spring months ahead.
| for one find the rebirth of nature a
miracle every year and hope springs
eternal in the days that are ahead. As
ever, there is much to be thankful for
and much to celebrate.

Our School community wishes the
parish the happiest of new years as we
continue to work together. We offer
our warmest thanks and thoughts as
we engage and collaborate and get
to work on the things that are required
to progress in 2023.

We look forward to the rest of the Year
ahead and wish you all hope and
warmth and light.
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Bees Class marked Remembrance Day
by making their
own poppy by
weaving wool
on a cross of
Hornbeam
twigs. There was

a wonderful
variety of
poppies!

Bees Class also
loved unveiling
the new Mud
Kitchen at Forest
School. The
children  were
SO engaged
making amazing
recipes and
pofions and the chatter whilst they
were concocting was amazing! A
massive thank you for all the FASH
fundraising and to Mrs Spear for all the
pots, pans and

utensils.
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g

We would
also like
to say a
big thank
you fo
B e B e
and his
Godfather
who have
provided
Forest ~ School

with
lot of logs and kindling! We really do

a lovely



Dorking Lawn Tennis
A CLUB FOR 8?Squash Clungp
EVERYONE!

Tennis

Social

To find out more:

Visit: www.dlItsc.co.uk
Email: enquiries@dltsc.co.uk

Call: 01306 889009
JACKSON-STOPS

_—
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)

appreciate all your support which
enriches the children’s learning.

We have
been finding
out all about
castles in
Butterfly
Class and
spent a busy
affernoon
building castles
out of different
construction
materials. Can you
spot the parts of
a castle that we
have labelled?

Class

Foxes
International Trade in their Geography
lessons this half term. They experienced
the frustrations that face countries
which do not have the money or
resources to trade.

are learning about

April: Each group had to pick an
envelope. Some envelopes were for
rich countries with a lot of resources
and some were for poor countries with
not alot. Then we had to make shapes
to tfrade.

Noah S: Our problem was that we
didn’t have any resources - not even
a pair of scissors so we couldn’t make
anything to trade. People were asking
£100 for a pair of scissors!

Maya: We had £200 to start with but
with all our trading made £3200.

Nancy: When the Aid Agency came
to help us with resources [scissors!] it
was better, but they weren't the best,
were for left handers and were very
hard fo use.

Dorking District Sports events

The Year 5/6 girls Surrey Hills football
team played in a tournament at
Dorking Football Stadium for Dorking
District sports. Well done girls!

Simon Coles
Headteacher



Dorkine Decoratars

Established Local Family Business 9 ( 2
\\.‘ — 7)J
‘SURREY DOWAG™

o\ g

s

-&% Over 20 Years Experience
-2 Internal & External
Commercial & Domestic
‘é‘ Friendly, First Class Service
-~ Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

01306 640418

www.dorkingdecorators.co.uk ¢,

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in
* Quality Flowers * Personal Service * Customer Satisfaction * Westcott with over 30 years of
experience

EQQOO
FLOWERSE’%E LAINE All aspects of tree care and hedge
ZANZN

management undertaken
*» Wedding Specialists *
* Qualified Florists * Fresh Flowers & Plants * Local Delivery
* Varied Gift Selection * Corporate Functions * Special Occasions

* Funeral Tribute Specialists * Interflora Worldwide Contact us on 01306 875146 or

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RE4 1AY 07855232552
T: 01306 883511 * E: fbe@btconnect.com . .
A GA T AR Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com

WESTCOTT | Guildford Road - Westcott A4 30
GARAGE 01306 885379

Friendly village garage
Superb service

Good value

MoT’s arranged

Member of Guild of
Master Craftsmen




DORKING MUSEUM

Dorking Museum wishes a very happy
new year to all readers and to the
supporters and friends of the Museum.

Regrettably, at the time of writing, we
are unable to confirm a re-opening
date for the Museum. Following a fire
in an adjacent building in late
October, we are sfil  closed
for necessary repair and
restoration  work, principally  fo
the fabric of the building itself.
Fortunately, no serious damage
was suffered by the exhibits, and it is
hoped that we will be able to open
fully and have a normal programme
of activities as early as possible in
2023.

Until we re-open, some limited activity
may be arranged - for example,
we were grateful to Dorking Library
for hosting our family event in late
October and our pop-up Christmas
shop in early December. Please
check the Museum’s website or social
media pages (Facebook, Twitter,

Instagram), other listings sites or posters

for Museum
activities and
news of future
opening.

Although
the  building
might be closed, the Museum’s online
shop is open for the sale of new and
vintfage books, postcards, maps and
other items relating to Dorking and
the surrounding areaq: see
dorkingmuseum.org.uk/dorking-
museum-shop/.

In preparation for re-opening, the
Museum urgently requires volunteers
who can spend a few hours on the
desk or in key functional roles in
recruitment and HR, events, retail,
education and family activities in
the Museum, in the community and/
or working from home, training is
provided. Please see dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/about/volunteer-opportunities.

The Museum is at 62 West Sireet,
Dorking RH4 1BS. For an update on

The Dorking
Cockerel

fo become
a member or
fo donate,
please visit
www.dorking
museum.org.
uk.

activities, to

visit the shop,
William Mullins
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SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

THE BEST OF SOPHISTICATED, MELODIC JAZZ

Add a little musical magic to your garden partyl
anniversarylcharity event or any kind of celebration,
indoors or outdoors....

Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals),
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:

¢ Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons

¢ Denbies Wine Estate

¢ 8-year residency at Royal Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, London

« Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and
many others in London

Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very

reasonable.....why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

WWW.]AZZ.COM RALPH SUTTON: 01306 886826 OR 07836 275102

EMAIL AT RALPH®@]JAZ2.COM

THINKING
OF MOVING? Ioo?(u(:n‘;v;':js%vtvesad
WE HAVE TH 1 Bookham, Dorking’
COMPLETE i
MOLE VALLE free market appraisal. -
VIEW

Be better placed with Patrick Gardner.
Residential sales, lettings, land and new homes.

| |
mm DAt k
Ashtead: 01372 271880 Bookham: 01372 452207 [ | a rlc

Dorking: 01306 877775 Leatherhead: 01372 360078 g a I'd ner

Land & New Homes: 01372 360832
RESIDENTIAL

Creating windows of opportunity

40



ABINGER NURSERY

Happy New Year! We hope you all
had a happy and healthy Christmas.

We had a
cracking
Christmas

free and
decorated
it very

carefully
together as
a team. |t
was  super
shiny  and
sparkly and
stayed put
pretty  welll
To compliment our big tree we each
made a finy tree out of the pointy
peaks hidden within an egg box -
these too were covered with just the
right amount of shimmer!

Our cooking skills were put to good use
when we made some amazing stained
glass biscuits with boiled sweets as the
glass. We had lots of fun

bashing them into pieces with a rolling
pin, then placing them into the middle
of our biscuits to create a wonderful
wintery window. If they weren't gobbled
up on the journey home they doubled
up as hanging free decorations.
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On the 2nd December the Evelyn Hall
was fransformed into the cosiest of
cinemas where we watched the fim
‘The Star’ to kick start the Christmas
period. Thank you to all those who
attended and those behind the scenes
who kepft us well fed and watered!

Another successful Christmassy
fundraiser was our Raffle and we'd like
to say a huge thank you to the Abinger
Hatch for selling lots of tickets, and to all
those super supportive local businesses
who conftributed prizes — The Kingfisher
Farm Shop, Bocketts Farm, Seymours
Estate Agents, The Dorking Halls, Si
Salon, Tiny Talk, Waitrose Dorking,
Co-op Shere and White and Sons
Estate Agents.

If you have a child looking to start
Nursery please don't hesitate to get
in fouch. Spaces are filing up fast but
there are still some afternoon sessions
left and we are taking applications
for all sessions in  September.
Please call 07842 978823 or email
abingercommonnursery@gmail.com
We can’t wait to show you around!
Kate Fairbrass



Bullimores Julie Watts ;
FAMILY LAW

AN AFFORDABLE AND EXPERIENCED,
PROFESSIONAL ALTERNATIVE TO
TRADITIONAL SOLICITORS

Divorce

Arrangements for children

Finances

Accountants for Life Court Proceedings
PROUD TO PROVIDE
Tax Accounts Probate A DIFFERENT KIND OF SERVICE

. Affordable fees
Inheritance Tax & Straight-talking advice

Executorship Practical, real support

T: 01306 880880 g Contact me for

E- part @bulli K a free consultation

: partners u imores.co.u e
W: www.bullimores.co.uk

Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

ParvinnG & Bunome Sexvices m

Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods

LOCAL PAINTING AND from local woodland restoration
DECORATING COMPANY Bulk grab bags & kindling
delivered

House Painting * Windows * Doors *
Ceilings * Walls * Frames www.ecologs.net

Paper Hangine [OLUs Hedy WS e

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS J.A. JOINERY

FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Proud members of

IoApine Checkatrade.com
Where reputation matters

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
CALL JAMES ON
07876 130 O 1 6 HOME: 01306 621193

MOB: 07989 585707

Jhnsmthrs@aol.com EMAIL: jalnes@ayling’joinery.co.ulz

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk lingioi l
: www.aylingjoinery.co.u
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WESTCOIT VILLAGE HALL

Westcott
Village Hall

Westcott Village Hall
Plan : Update 1

Development

Those of
NAT .+ . 2+ YOu who
W@StCOtt were at the
Village Hall wva open

Meeting on
7th December will already know that
there is good news and there is bad
news. The bad news (as some may
think) is that l am back. The good news
is that the plan to do something with
The Hut and (what was) The Reading
Room may now finally be making
some progress.

Not much happened since the
Charity Commission granfed the
‘Cy-prés’ scheme in May 2022 which
consolidated the old charities into
what has now rebranded as Westcott
Village Hall. However, those trustees
who were in office at the time of the
merger did succeed in recruiting a
number of additional volunteers as
trustees to broaden the representation
across the village.

Irespective of the intention to create
a better village hall facility to replace
the two existing structures, continuous
renewal of the frustee group is a
vital aspect of good governance for
community assets. As a heads-up,
you will see an invitation in the next
magazine calling on those interested
in  becoming frustees to make
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themselves known in fime for the next
renewal cycle, due to take place in
May. More details next month.

So where are we now? You may recall
that James Leaver and | were heavily
involved in the validation exercise
which preceded the merger. That was
designed to establish whether, in time
andwithabitofluck, the numbersmight
add up to fund the construction of a
new village hall. James is a chartered
surveyor; | am a solicitor. Both of us
have long experience in working on
infra-structure projects for institutional
and other clients, but neither of us are
seasoned ‘Project Managers’, i.e. the
person who actually runs the team of
architects, planners, lawyers, quantity
surveyors and fransport advisers (to
name but a few) who need to be hired
and managed fo lead a planning
application process on which the
vilage has been properly consulted.

The trustees have now decided that
(i) to make progress, they really do
have to appoint a Project Manager
and that (i) he or she can only be
effective if working with a small sub-
group of trustees, leaving the majority
of trustees to concentrate on the
daily running of Westcott Village Hall
until and unless key decisions require
all-trustees approval. In the light of
that sensible conclusion, James and
| have agreed to return to work pro-
bono as part of a Development



MEABY&CO

solicitors
Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout
London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law Property

Media Law Crisis Management
Litigation & Mediation Reputation Protection
Employment Law Company Corporate
Private Client Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -

Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

W @MeabyandCo [ meaby-&-co [ MeabyandCo




WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL (cont.)

Westcott
Village Hall

Group to which Dr Helen Everett and
Sally Hewetson have been seconded
as frustee representatives. Helen is a
senior Government research scienfist
and Civil Servant well used to working
with delegated reporting structures
and Sally worked for many years for
Mole Valley District Council’s property
team as a principal surveyor.

James and | will support the Project
Manager and help Helen and Sally
fulfil their reporting obligations fo the
full group of trustees, and to the village
as the Charity Commission will require.

Our first job as a Development Group
wil be to recommend a Project
Manager for appointment by decision
of all frustees.

| hope that in fime the Project
Manager will take over production of
these updates.

Bernd Ratzke

On behalf of the Westcott Village Hall
Development Group

8 December 2022

DORKING
LOCAL
HISTORY

Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of talks on a

| mm GROUP

fascinating range of topics, some of which are live and
some accessible via Zoom. Talks are free to members, but non-members are
welcome. Upcoming dates include:

e The British Alms House: Surrey-based historian Dr Judith Hill talks about these
often-forgotten philanthropic institutions. Monday 9th January at Crossways
Community Baptist Church, Junction Road, Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm,
£2 at the door for non-members.

¢ The History of the Bursledon Brickworks Museum:
A Zoom talk from the UK’s only surviving steam-
driven brickworks by museum manager Richard
Newman. A piece of British industrial history.
Monday 23rd January: https://www.meet-up.
com/Surrey-History-Meetup/.

For further details of these talks and other activities — or to join DLHG — go to
https://dlhg.org.uk.

45



BRAYESTATES

PROFESSIONAL PROPERTY CONSULTANTS

Commercial Property Agency
Property Management
Investment Opportunities
Surveys & Valuations

www.brayestates.co.uk
263 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH14 1RL
Tel: 01306 740837 office@brayestates.co.uk

MICHAEL BRAY

& ASSOCIATES
CHARTERED SURVEYORS

(3 rICS

www.mbsurveyors.co.uk
Tel: 01306 740837 office@mbsurveyors.co.uk

Dave Ford
Tree Care

Friendly, Local, Professional Service
All types of tree work undertaken:

Pruning / Felling
Hedgerow Management
Stump Removal
Planting Design and Planting
Logs Supplied

Contact us for a free estimate:

Tel: 01306 611661
Email: info@davefordtreecare.co.uk

Or visit:
www.davefordtreecare.co.uk

PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE
SOLUTIONS LTD

Tel 01306 881399

Mobile 07710-854040

E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR
For Mortgages and Protection

A local and Friendly Service, tailored
to your needs based in Westcott

PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd
is an Appointed Representative of Pink
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading
name of Advance Mortgage Funding
Limited which is authorised and regulated
by the Financial Conduct Authority.

M M.F. Decorating &
IE3 Building Maintenance

We are a small family
4 run business established for
\\ over 30 years

="
e
We follow all socal distancing protocols

Our services include:

* Internal/external painting & decorating

* Wallpapering

* Building maintenance (internal & external)
* Plastering/plaster boarding

* Free Estimates

For any enquiries please contact Adrian:

Phone: 01306 882083 Mobile: 079587 12522
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QRMW

First and foremost Happy New Year. |
do hope your Christmas celebrations
were enjoyable and everyone is well.
We ended the year at the Memorial
Woodland with our family Christmas
at the Woodland event on 4th
December which is always popular
with local families and the children
get the opportunity to explore the
woodland when doing a treasure
hunt.

Our very own Veteran Father
Christmas arrived with his helper
Sharon and each child visited him in
his grotto in the woodland and was
given a present. This is of course a
family day as well as a fund raising
event when monies from the treasure
hunt, grand raffle, Christmas tombola,
craft stall and lucky dip all go info
the Memorial Fund to assist those
Veterans who are in need.

The weather was cold but thankfully
dry so we were able to have a BBQ
and hot drinks to keep everyone
warm. Our thanks go fo Veteran
singer Rodney Dell who entertains
at nearly all of our events and never
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disappoints, he sang Christmas songs
all afternoon.  Of course we would
not be able to put on any of these
events without the volunteers and
Trustees who help prepare and man
the stalls and sell raffle tickets, we are
very grateful to each and every one
of those who help us in anyway at all.

Fund raising is of course paramount
to the success of QRMW's charitable
‘Purpose’ which is fo help those
Veterans who find themselves
in difficulty. We are a non-profit
organisation, all of us volunteers
receiving no benefit from the Charity
but neither do we have any sponsors
or regular income so the help that
all of you so kindly give to us is so
important, and The Chairman and
Trustees are very grateful but even
more so are those who we are able
to help.

We have lots planned for 2023
including a couple of dates which
we would like you to put firmly in
your diaries, the first in the year is The
Annual Easter Egg Hunt which will take
place on Sunday 2nd April, please do
register the children well in advance
as spaces are limited. The second,
which is our biggest and probably
the most important event in our
calendar, is our 2th Anniversary of the
opening of the Memorial Woodland
and Commemoration Service which
is faking place on Saturday 10th June
2023.



Tracey's
SCW[H@ roowm

Pop Up . Lifestyle . Homewares

OPENL N@l SooN Creative Makers Markets
IN DPORKING

Bookings now opev for sewing
workshops in January 2023

Dapper &

Gift veuchers for sewing werkshops Suave

- all levels and ages

Learw to Sew Courses
Twtermediate and Advanced Courses Accessories & Glﬁmg

Call Tracey 07511072441 _ . e
_ i | | Join our mailing list =
: www.dapperandsuave.uk @&

- Madrid and Toledo

Our Lecture on Tuesday 10th January 2023 presented by Gail Turner will bring
some Spanish sunshine to our morning as she will talk to us about Madrid and
Toledo, two very different cities which are rich in buildings, paintings history
and personality.

The Arts Society brings people together who have a shared interest in the
arts. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month in Dorking Halls with
our Lectures commencing at 10:30am and the o —
opportunity to have coffee and meet prior to this.
We welcome visitors but please visit our welbsite
to find more information on how to do this along
with lots of information about our Society www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk. We look forward to
welcoming you.
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We welcome all to these events,
but everyone is welcome fo visit our
Woodland at anytime. It is open 24/7
and if The Hat or one of the Trustees
is there, which we do try to be most
days, the Visitors Centre is open and
the kefttle is on. If not you are very
welcome to park at the front of the
car park and have a walk around the
woodland.

Just before Christmas quite a few of
our young female pheasants and one
of ourmalesreturned to the woodland
having disappeared for the summer
months. So we look forward to being
greeted by them every time we arrive

just like last year. Our smaller birds
are in abundance and obviously
grateful for the feed we leave out for
them during the cold winter months.
But we get rewarded in the Spring
when they nest with us and bring their
young to the feeding statfions for us
to watch. Already some of the bulbs
are popping up which during these
long dark days gives us the promise of
things to come.

We look forward to seeing you all at
the woodland in 2023.

Paul Cooling
Chairman, QRMW

MID SURREY
COMMUNITY FRIDGES

COMMUNITY FRIDGE VAN

The Mid Surrey Community Fridge van
is visiting Westcott every Monday af 1:30pm

It will stay in the village for around an hour parked at the front door
of St John's Chapel in Chapel Lane. They will be giving away
surplus food that is heading for land fill, it is perfect food,
the supermarkets for many reasons allocate it as surplus

If you can afford a small donation, it would be appreciated
~ they rely upon donations (£2.50 is the suggested minimum amount)

Bring your shopping bags, bring your friends,
pick up for your neighbour

If you want to volunteer to help
(just 1'/2 hours every couple of weeks),
please speak to Jon at JonandMum tel 07496 036398
or Sally from WVA tel 07772 989 509
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Get IT Fixed WT Exterior Cleaning
Get IT Connected HONESTY * INTEGRITY * E*ﬂ;LLENCE

Expert Repair @ Maintenance

JET-CLEANING g
* Patio’s
* Driveway’s
¢ Roofs
¢ Decking
e Walls

Call now on 01737 845980 GUTTERS CLEARED

Brockham based. No call out charges. "
Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs. Call William Tooth

ChalkHill Systems ~ §) 07984
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk ( 883 555
Westcott, Dorking
We make technology work for you www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

e Complete lawn care & mowing e Fruit trees pruned
» Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers  Hedge trimming b
 Moss control & complete weed e Leaf clearing
treatment » Hard stand jet washing
* New poly-S technology « Turfing & seeding
* Border maintenance « Plants supplied and planting

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website
www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk « davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Office: 01306 898 917 ¢ — [JCpul /K
Mobile: 07887 511 515 % ™= ' JSEVgy=I

N I MAKERS OF THE FINEST MOWERS




KIDS FOR KIDS 4

Joanna Lumley to double your donations for children!

Kids ForKidshas announced
a Doubling Campaign to
help the forgotften children
of Darfur backed by Dame
Joanna Lumley DBE FRGS
and special friends who
have pledged to match all
donations up to £27,500 - a
whopping £55,000 to help
children facing starvation
right now. Can you help?

Kids for Kids has announced immediate availability of £27,500 matched funding
for all donations to help children who are facing starvation. Darfur is out of sight
— and conditions are the worst ever, worse even than in Somalia. Mothers are
begging for help to feed their children. Starvation is a serious threat. At the same
time the worst outbreak of malaria has swept across the region because of the
vast areas of standing water following floods after months of drought. Kids for
Kids will be providing goats, seeds and mosquito nets - enabling the children of
Darfur to survive one of their toughest years yet.

“Do you want to give a gift to a child this Christmas that will save their life?”

This is what Patricia Parker OBE, who founded Kids for Kids 21 years ago, is asking.
If donating to a charity this year, your money can go twice as far this Christmas
when donating to Kids for Kids and potentially save twice as many lives.

“No matter how grim times may be here this Christmas,” says Dame Joanna
Lumley DBE, FRGS, who is a Patron of Kids for Kids, “no matter how straitened
our circumstances or how fight our belts, we can be sure that in Darfur things
are immeasurably more dreadful. Please will you open your hearts and wallets
this Christmas and make a donation to those so far away and in such desperate
need. Thank you very much... and Happy Christmas.”

To donate: www kidsforkids.org.uk  Go to Donate. Choose your gifts.

Thank youl!
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IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based
training.

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical — fun learning, services include:

+ Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
+ Puppy through to adult training.

+ Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training

+ Behaviour consultations

+ Focussed training workshops

+ Hoopers classes

Contact:

John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467 k
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com

www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com INSTITUTE OF MODERN DOG TRAINERS

Dorking Pest Control

Local Authority Approved Contractors Se rV| ces

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Our Services Include:

Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

e Domestic, Commercial and Industrial
e Contract Work
e Preventative Control Programmes

Experts in pest control
throughout Surrey

Office: 01306 743001
Ivor: 07710 117491
Chris: 07971 519415

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com
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JENNIFER MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS LLP

e Wills, Trusts & Probate
e Lasting Powers of Attorneys
e Court of Protection matters
* NHS funding issues
* Non-mortgage related
residential conveyancing

Tel: 01483 562722

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Ws o o)
s O%» ‘. Dementia
? -:‘-.. Friendly

] Q Wills &

% Inherit

% nnheritance

“gp Quality

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk
We advise on law but do much, much more!

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
SRA No. 533213

G.B.

FENCING & TREE SURGERY
SPECIALISTS

e Felling  Tree Surgery
e Pruning e Hedge ¢ Cutting
pes of Fencing Supplied & Erected
ully Insured Free Estimates

Tel: 01403 824048
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HAﬁDwoob
LOGS FOR SALE

www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk




GREEN WESTCOTT

How Big is Your Dog’s Carbon Paw
Print?

In  Westcott |
think it is fair
to say that we
are (mostly) a
vilage of dog
lovers!

This got me to thinking about the
‘carbon paw print'’ of our pooches.
Of course, there is the obvious and
immediate  environmental impact
made by irresponsible dog owners who
do not clean up after their dogs, but
let’s just think about the impact of all
those who do?

There is a staggering 1,000 tonnes of
faecal waste produced by dogs every
day in the U.K. Most of us, I'm pleased
to say, scoop this up in a bag before
popping it in the many bins provided.
Unfortunately, this does mean a lot of
plastic going info landfill. It's not just
the issue of the plastic being around
for decades to come but there is also
the issue of noxious fumes created and
released into the air from the plastic
when incinerated.

This means we need to think carefully
about what bags we use to dispose of
the mess. One easy thing we can do, is
to buy biodegradable or compostable
poo bags. There are now many on the
market, some completely plastic free
and even compostable.
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Changing the biodiversity

There is another problem with dog
waste if not picked up. If you have fleq,
tic and worm treated your dog, the
waste left behind has a detfrimental
impact on the immediate environment
where it is left. Topical fic and flea
treatments are, in fact, insecfticides
which is how they end up kiling the
bugs and fleas that land on your dog.
It stands to reason then, that the waste
the dogs leave behind is also toxic to
the natural environment and any bugs
that might come into contact with if.

Certain dung beetles, native to the UK
are particularly atrisk, not only from toxic
dog faeces but also from the sheep,
cow and other livestock worming
treatments which are excreted in their
waste. Dog faeces can also cause
serious disease in domestic livestock
if left in fields. Neosporosis can cause
abortion in cattle, while Sarcocystosis
can cause neurological disease and
death in sheep.

Wildflowers need low
nutrient  sail
with dog
faeces
encourage
the growth
of coarser
plants such
as nettles
and thistles,
w hich

and plants

to thrive. Soils enriched




/55/ SURREY HILLS
4 HEATING LTD

DOMESTIC BOILER Painters and Decorators
SERVICING AND Working in Westcott
BREAKDOWN since 1980
OIL. LPG & GAS BOILERS Our repeat clients prove our

Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and
@ m local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk

Call Dathan on: 07944 575970 Te]. 01306 876110
sales@surreyhillsheating.co.uk Mobile: 07880848459

www.surreyhillsheating.co.uk

Spring Reach 01483 284769
N info@springreachnursery.co.uk
U rse ry www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley
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GREEN WESTCOTT (cont.)

compete with and outgrow many
wildflowers. The biodiversity of our local
landscape needs to be protected
in order to maintain a healthy and
diverse environment in which wildlife
can thrive.

Pet Food Problems

We all know by now that a higher plant-
based diet is not only good for us but is
also better for the environment. So, how
much of an impact does the food our
dogs eat, have on the environment?

Pet food is estimated to be responsible
for a quarter of the environmental
impacts of meat production, including
the release of greenhouse gases,
phosphates and pesticides. The annuall
greenhouse gas emissions associated
with just dry dog and cat food, equates
fo 106 million tonnes of carbon dioxide.
So how can we, as responsible pet
owners, reduce the carbon pawprint
of our pet’s food?

Wellasluckwould haveit, there are now
a number of environmentally friendly
dog food products on the market
which aim fto reduce the impact on the
environment. There are even vegan

dog foods which, in a recent study of
2,500 dogs, maintained that “"dogs fed
a completely vegan diet had fewer vet
visits and required less medication than
those fed a traditional dog food diet”.
Of course, each of us has to consider
all the facts before making any
changes to our dogs’ diet, but there is
a growing body of evidence to suggest
that dogs, like us, are able to thrive on
a plant-based diet.

Wildlife Impacts

There is nothing more pleasing than
heading up on to Ranmore or the
surrounding countryside with your dog
and lefting them off the lead for a
good sniff about. But, what about the
impact our dogs have on the local
flora and fauna? It may well look like
they are having a marvellous time
running up and down the Surrey Hills
but the impact on local wildlife can be
devastating. Several Nature Reserves
have recently changed their policies
to limit bringing dogs to their sites in
view of the negative impacts that dogs
have had on their wildlife.

One study showed that hares exposed
to still images of dogs were more likely
to abort their young, so imagine the
impact when they are confronted by a
live dog! So, next fime you're out for a
walk with your dog —be sure to consider
not just your own carbon footprint but
those of your dog’s paws!

Nancy Lund
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RIVERBANK SURGERY

Westcoftt Street, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3PA Tel: 875577

OPENING Morning Evening
TIMES: Monday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.00
Tuesday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.30

Wednesday  8.00-12.30 Closed
Thursday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.00
Friday 8.00-1.00 2.00-6.30

The emergency out of hours mobile number is 07501 655200
The surgery is closed and the phones are diverted from 1.00-2.00pm.
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd
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Garage Services:

e £ =3 )

MOT Tyres Wheel Alignment Servicing Diagnostics Brakes
While U Wait At Web Competitive Prices All Makes & Models
.3 % @t @ H da
Air Conditioning Suspension Cam-Belts Steering Clutches Digital Service Book

Update

158 -160 South St
Dorking

APPROVED CODE Surrey
RH4 2ES

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050







