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Westcott has a population of over 
2,000 and this is the only magazine 
written specifically for the Westcott 
area by the people of Westcott.  It 
is hand delivered, free of charge, to 
every household and further copies 
are available at the church, local 
shops, pub and doctor’s surgery.

If you have any articles, photos, 
letters, etc that you think we may  
like to feature in the next issue,  
please email the Editor on:

editor@westcottmag.com
But please note, publication will     
always be subject to space and at 
the discretion of the Editor.

Copy deadline for 
March issue:

8th February 2023

This magazine, published by the 
Church in Westcott, is printed on 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
accredited paper from a sustainable 
source. The views expressed are 
those of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the views 
of the Church, Editor or Westcott 
residents.

Cover photo - Winter Teasel by Fiona Humphrey
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FROM THE EDITOR
As I write this it has 
turned very cold 
again, and the 
thermals have come 
back out! It has led 
to some beautiful 
clear crisp mornings 

though, and looking out the window 
reminds me how lucky we are to live 
somewhere so attractive. 

This month there is a Gardeners’ Club 
talk on how the flower shows held 
in the village are for anyone,  with 

information on how to enter and a 
free packet of seeds for attendees. 
Go along and you might end up with 
a cup later in the year!

If it’s just too cold to get outside, we 
have a wordsearch on p55 to keep 
the little grey cells ticking over.

Keep safe and warm,

Cath
editor@westcottmag.com

February is the only 
month that can miss 
having a full moon.  
Some months have 
two (the second one 

being known as a blue moon), and 
February can end up with none! 
However, this year the full moon 
in February is on the 5th.

Once every six years, February is 
the only month that has four, full 
seven-day weeks, it’s thought to be 
a ‘perfect month’.

Where did Valentine’s 
Day come from? 
One theory is that 
Emperor Claudius II 
forbade Roman men  

to marry during wartime, but 
Bishop Valentine went against  
his wishes and performed secret 
weddings.

One of the most famous 
people born in February 
was inventor Thomas 
Edison, who was born 
on February 11th. He’s 
responsible for the phonograph and 
the lightbulb, as well as countless 
other creations!

Charles Darwin, considered the 
father of the theory of evolution. 
was also born in February on the 
12th.

F e b r u a r y - b o r n  
musicians  include Nina 
Simone. Born on 
the 21st, she was  
one of the most iconic 
female stars of the 1950s and was a 
famed civil rights activist.

The probability of having a 
birthday on February 29th is 1 in 
1,461.

Fun February Facts
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LENT - MAKING SPACE
We’ve been re-decorating my son’s 
bedroom in the last few weeks, 
a task that has involved lots of 
cleaning, taking apart old furniture, 
removing unwanted stickers and 
posters, looking through magazines 
for inspiration for the new room, and 
an inevitable trip to IKEA for more 
flatpack furniture.  

There’s been a clearing 
out, an imagining what 
the new room will look 
like, and choosing 
furniture and pictures 
to make it a space he 
really wants to live in.  

The question we’ve been asking 
as we’ve been redecorating our 
son’s room is, “What do you want?” 
Thinking about it, this question could 
be not just for a room, but goes to 
the heart of all human life.  

When we ask what we want, we’re 
asking what we love, what has 
captured our imaginations and 
what we want to pursue. Whether 
this is a simple choice in a café or 
the big questions of life:  who is our 
Valentine? What job? Where to live? 
the question “What do you want?  
What do you love?” is central to our 

...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

human lives.  

I wonder if this clearing out, 
imagining and re-arranging a room 
is a good metaphor for the season of 
Lent?  Lent traditionally begins with 
a ‘clearing out’ of both the home 
and the self.  A ‘clearing out’ of the 
home by using up all dairy and eggs 
in making delicious pancakes on 
Pancake Day, and a ‘clearing out’ 
of the self by confessing wrongs and 
seeking forgiveness.  

Then the 
season of 
Lent, a time 
of self-
reflection 
and 
simplicity, 
begins.  

Perhaps this Lent, we could take time 
to imagine our lives as a room – and 
consider the different ‘items’ that 
are in it.  Which have we deliberately 
chosen, and which are in there by 
accident?  Which do we welcome, 
and which are not helping us to live 
well? - What do we want?  

WHAT DO YOU WANT?
...A QUESTION AT THE 

HEART OF HUMAN 
LIFE...
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...FROM THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Lent is an opportunity for us to pause 
and picture what living a flourishing 
life really looks like.  An opportunity to 
re-imagine and deliberately choose 
what and who we want to make 
space for, what we want to pursue.

Hundreds of years ago, a Christian 
called Augustine was thinking about 
that question “What do you want?” 
and said of God, “You have made 
us for yourself, and our hearts are 

restless until they find their rest in 
you.”  In knowing God, he said, we 
can find what we truly want - real 
rest, flourishing life.  I have found 
these words to be true in my own 
life. Perhaps there is wisdom there for 
each of us, as we choose what to let 
go of and what to keep, as we ask 
ourselves “What do you want?”

Ellie Lister

Thank you!
Many thanks to all who contributed to such lovely Christmas 
celebrations in December!  From the delightful Christingle 
service at the start of Advent, to the beauty of the Christmas 

carols on the Green and in the Church, to the joy of Christmas morning, so 
many were involved in preparing, decorating, singing, welcoming and of 
course, coming along and taking part!  Thank you to you all.
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DATE THEME 8:30AM 10:15AM
5th  
Feb

Dedications
All Age Service

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Morning Worship

12th   
Feb

What does God have 
to do with Politics?

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

19th  
Feb

What does God have 
to do with Money?

Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

26th  
Feb

Lent 1 Book of Common 
Prayer Communion

Communion

8.30am  Book of Common Prayer Communion, A  warm 
welcome in our beautiful, traditional service.

10.15am Friendly, relaxed service, using Common 
Worship and a range of music styles. This service is also 
livestreamed on Zoom.

For 10:15am Zoom service connection, please 
scan this QR code, or visit the Online Services 
page of thechurchinwestcott.org.uk 
and follow the link.

The church is open every day, 9am-4pm for private prayer & reflection

Wednesdays 10am Communion at St John’s

MIDWEEK PRAYER & WORSHIP

B U I L D I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

S H A R I N G
L I F E

SUNDAY SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

MARKING LIFE EVENTS
All who live in Westcott or have a connection here, 
are very welcome to have christenings, funerals, weddings in 
Holy Trinity.
Contact the churchwardens for more information.
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk,
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THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Ukrainian Support

Are you hosting, or planning to host, Ukrainian visitors?
are you interested in helping?
or just finding more about what’s involved?

Information, and links, can be found in the Resources 
section of the Church in Westcott website:  
https://thechurchinwestcott.org.uk/
Groups/377459/Ukrainian_Support.aspx

The Church in Westcott is part of the Westcott Good Neighbour Scheme and 
we are always here for a chat, prayer, pastoral need. 
Paul Stacey paulstacey88@gmail.com, may be able to help with debt advice.
Holy Trinity Pastoral Assistants:
Mark Shakespeare 01306 888010      Ali Mabley 01306 889641
For help, more information, please contact churchwardens:
churchwardens@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk, 
or visit thechurchinwestcott.org.uk

Join a
Life Group
Small groups of people who meet online or in person 
every 2 weeks to chat and pray about life & faith.

B U I L D I N G  F R I E N D S H I P S    S H A R I N G  L I F E

Life groups:
• explore ways we can bring God’s love, justice and joy into our relationships 

with other people and creation, into our leisure and into our work
• give you an opportunity to explore the Bible and consider what it says
• use worship, simple contemplation and prayer to help us encounter God
Contact Richard Lister richardnwlister@gmail.com for more information

thechurchinwestcott.org.uk
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTERS

THE CHURCH IN WESTCOTT

Many thanks to Westcott Village Association for sponsoring the church 
floodlighting for February.

If you would like to sponsor the floodlighting, please contact Sarah Massey 
at sarah@holytrinitywestcott.org.uk.  (Suggested donation of £75 to Westcott 
Church Funds.)

FLOODLIGHTING

Death:

8th November 
2022

Richard Charles Taylor (82)

Holy Trinity Church
A Sacred Place of Peace & Prayer, Open to All

Holy Trinity Church is open for you to visit, for private prayer or 
reflection   
Every Day 9:00am-4:00pm
Come to enjoy the beauty and peace, pray, reflect, breathe, be.

All are welcome
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Arrange a chat with Paul -  a  specialist in helping
over 40s restore health, vitality and longevity

revitalisefitness.com 
E: paul@revitalisefitness.com|07858 731890 

a Dorking and Surrey Hills mobile service
07846 508117

WWW.HANNAHSCHELLANDER.COM

ANXIETY & PANIC ATTACKS

FEARS & PHOBIAS

TRAUMA & PTSD

CONFIDENCE

SLEEP PROBLEMS

UNWANTED HABITS

WEIGHT MANAGEMENT

 

CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY � TRAUMA THERAPY

Tel: 01306 740003 • Email: info@bramleyhouse.net 
Web: www.bramleyhouse.net

Westcott Street, Westcott 
Dorking RH4 3NX

Bramley House is a residential home from 
home set in beautiful grounds nestled 
in the heart of the Surrey Hills. We pride 
ourselves on tailoring to all levels of 
residential care needs from respite breaks 
and companionship reasons through to 
dementia and more complex requirements.

 24 hour care and support
 16 delightful rooms
 Friendly caring staff
 Freshly prepared meals
 Permanent & respite stay
 Varied activities and outings



11

     WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION NEWS
Plenty going on as usual so here is a 
quick round up of local and village 
news to keep you in the loop.

Future Mole Valley (Local Plan) 

In December 
MVDC surprised 
people, including 
the HM Planning 
Inspector who has 
spent most of 2022 
conducting the 

public independent examination of 
the draft Local Plan, by announcing 
they were ‘pausing’ the process.  

They have subsequently clarified this 
and explained it is to allow them 
to take account of any proposed 
changes by the Government to 
the National Planning Policy as 
these changes are currently out 
for consultation. The result of this 
consultation may bring about 
changes to the way Local Plans are 
developed including housing targets 
and their significance, as well as the 
use of Green Belt for development. 

The government’s public consultation 
is due to close on the 2nd March 
2023, please follow the link for 
further information and to view the 
proposed changes to the National 
Planning Policy in full https://www.
gov.uk/government/consultations/

levelling-up-and-regeneration-bill-
reforms-to-national-planning-policy/
leve l l ing-up-and- regenerat ion-
bil l-reforms-to-national-planning-
policy#scope-of-consultation. We will 
keep an eye on what this means for 
Westcott and update you as soon as 
there is more news.

Highways 

We spotted a few weeks ago that 
sadly several road signs had been 
vandalised on the same night 
between Dorking and Westcott.  
Using the on-line Surrey County 
Council ‘Report a Highways Issue’ 
portal we were able to quickly bring 
these to Surrey Highways attention 
who have acknowledged the issue 
and confirmed they will reinstate the 
signs shortly. 

With potholes 
and other 
h i g h w a y s 
issues an 
i n c r e a s i n g 
problem at 
this time of year we urge residents 
to use this on-line portal to report 
any problems as it ensures the issue 
is recorded and followed up by the 
relevant body. A link to the Report 
a Problem pages can be found on  
the Westcott Village website and 
having used it several times we know 
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•  Crown Reduction, Crown Lifting 
& Crown Thinning 

•  Tree Pruning & Dead Wooding
• Precision Tree Felling
• Pollarding
• Branch removal
• Cabling & bracing
• Stump Grinding
• Hedge Management
•  Storm Clearance and Ground 

Clearance
• Supplier of seasoned logs

Please do contact us on 0333 577 7663
Or email us at: info@southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

South East Tree Surgeons are a  Family-Run business 
& offer an individual, personal service. We have been 
established over 22 years.

We provide a 24 Hour Emergency Service to 
Commercial businesses, local councils & private 
individuals. We offer Free written quotations & advice 
without any obligation.

Our Tree Surgery teams are Friendly, Qualified & 
insured. You can find out more about us on our website:  
www.southeasttreesurgeons.co.uk

Our Services include
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it works https://westcottvillage.com/
report-a-problem/  

Sticking with road signs for a moment 
it is worth pointing out that the 20 
minute no return parking restriction 
outside the old village shop and post 
office is still valid and now Mole Valley 
have cleaned the sign they may well 
enforce it.  

F o l l o w i n g 
the Open 
Meeting in 
D e c e m b e r 
we were 
delighted to 
have some 

more volunteers sign up to take part 
in the Community Speed Watch 
campaign, it’s not too late to put your 
name in the ring and join some of 
your fellow residents in helping to slow 
speeding traffic through the village. 

Please get in touch with Nick Lund 
on the WVA Committee at nlund74@
gmail.com. You may have also 
noticed Surrey Police have been 
present in the layby opposite the 
church on few occasions recently 
which all helps to reinforce the 
message.  

SAVE THE DATE – WESTfest Bank 
Holiday Monday 8th May 2023

We’re delighted 
that WESTfest  
this year has 
been brought 
forward to 
coincide with 
the extra 
Bank Holiday 

on Monday 8th May so we can 
celebrate His Majesty The King’s 
Coronation alongside the usual fun 
and entertainment for all the family.  
WESTfest is such a brilliant event not 
to be missed – so pop the date in 
your diary now 
and look out for 
more details on 
the Westcott 
Village WESTfest 
page and social 
media https://
westcottvillage.
com/westfest/ 

As always please contact us with any 
ideas or to share your views on village 
life and if you would like to come and 
join us on the Committee and help 
make a difference to the community 
you live-in, we would especially love 
to hear from you.    

Westcott Village Association Committee
Paul Goddard, Edwin Harland, James 
Leaver, Sally Hewetson, John Mears, 

Nick Lund and Jo Astor
contact@westcottvillage.com 

    WESTCOTT VILLAGE ASSOCIATION (cont.)
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Building Strong Foundations

LOWER PREP PLACES AVAILABLE

'To Love is to Live.'

Come and Visit Us

www.manorhouseschool.org | 01372 457077 | admissions@manorhouseschool.org 
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WESTCOTT VILLAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

 
Wednesday 1st February 

at 
The Village Hall 

(formerly the Reading Room) 
 

Jigsaw and Book exchange 
 

Come and join us 
10.30am - 12.00 midday 

 

		  The Kennedy White House

The Arts Society Dorking offers enjoyable opportunities to increase knowledge 
and appreciation of all aspects of the Arts.  Take a trip down memory lane 
and visit Camelot - The Kennedy White House: Art, Architecture and the 
Gardens.   Andrew Hopkins will talk about the White House’s most celebrated 
twentieth century residents at 10:30am on Tuesday 14th February 2023. 

Our Lectures take place in the 
Dorking Halls on the second 
Tuesday of the month and we 
welcome new members as well 
as guests. Please visit our website 
to find more information www.
theartssocietydorking.org.uk.   We 
look forward to seeing you.
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Westcott
Village Hall

About the venue: Hire rates:

The Perfect Venue for any event
The Westcott Village Hall, previously the Reading Room, is in the 

heart of the village of Westcott, in the Surrey Hills close to Dorking. 
It is a flexible space with diverse amenities available for hosting 

classes, meetings and functions.

Mobile: 07967 286636        Email: info@westcottvillagehall.com
www.westcottvillagehall.com

• 1 x large hall (100 pax)
• 1 x meeting room (8 pax)
• Drop down projector screen
• Modern audio system
• Wi-Fi
• Male and female cloak rooms
• High capacity gas heating
• Large car park onsite

• Mornings - £19 - £32
• Afternoons - £24 - £61  
• Evenings - £35 - £69
• Kitchen (fully equipped) - £25
• Sale of alcohol licence - £20



17

Looking for New Trustees

Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO is the 
charity which runs Westcott Village 
Hall for the benefit of our community.  
The charity is governed by up to 12 
trustees, some of whom have served 
for many years. Under our recently 
revised constitution several trustees 
are coming up for retirement or 
reappointment on 30 April 2023,  
which will create a number of 
vacancies. 

Leaving us on 30th April 2023 are:
Steve Brooks, Hugh Broom, Hugh  
Parry, Janet Phillips and Alan Reif

The trustees whose terms of 
appointment continue or who are 
eligible to stand again are:
Graham Clark, Helen Everett and  
Sally Hewetson

Our constitutional policy of refreshing 
and renewing the group of trustees 
by a series of phased periods of 
appointment enables us to involve  
a changing group of established  
and new residents in the  
management of Westcott Village 
Hall. Typically, we hold a trustees’ 
meeting once in every quarter.

Accordingly, we now invite 
applications by inhabitants of  
Westcott and the surrounding area 
who are willing to put themselves 

forward (or who are nominated with 
their consent by other residents) for 
appointment to become trustees of 
Westcott Village Hall Trust CIO.  

If you are interested in helping us  
shape the future of your 
village hall, please email info@
w e s t c o t t v i l l a g e h a l l . c o m  
by 14th March 2023 with a few words 
about your background and your 
reasons for wanting to become 
involved. 

No specialist skills are  
needed, but an interest in making 
Westcott Village Hall a vibrant 
community asset would obviously 
help. We will then contact you 
for an informal discussion with the 
intention that the incoming trustees 
be appointed at a trustees’ meeting 
to be held during April.

Alan Reif
Chairman, Westcott Village Hall Trust 

CIO

           WESTCOTT VILLAGE HALL
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Building Plans 
For Home Improvements & Extensions 

Many local projects completed 
Planning & Building Regulations Approvals 

Fast Efficient Service 
“Established over 30 years” 

MICHAEL LLOYD 
CEng MICE MIHT 

Phone: 01483 205479 or 07958 791402 
For free consultation 

Email: michael@lloydplanning.london 

Colin Campbell
Local Electrician

T:  01306 883 126
M: 07770 760 581

colincampbell146@btinternet.com

 Registered Part P 
 Approved Contractor 

We are a local tree surgery company offering all 
aspects of tree works by our qualified and fully 
insured team.  

info@ttasurreyltd.co.uk 
0800 1978490 

Sundown Cottage, Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey, RH4 3QE 

• Tree surgery 

• Felling 

• Stump removal 

• Planting 

• Hedge cutting 

• Consultancy 

• Oak Processionary 
Moth treatment & 
nest removal  

Westcott based 

 

 

  
Manor Farm, Wotton 

Belted Galloway Beef For Sale 

Naturally Reared, Grass Fed,  

Dry Aged 28 days 

Fully Traceable From Farm to Fork 

info@manorfarmsurrey.com 

www.manorfarmsurrey.com 

01306 730922 
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February is a quiet month for the Westcott 100 Club as we prepare for the 
Annual General Meeting and next draw in March, so now may be a good 
time to remind readers of what the Westcott 100 Club is and how it works.

We are a ‘Small Society Lottery’ where members subscribe to a number of 
‘tickets’ at £25 each per year. These tickets are entered into four quarterly 
draws (in March, June, September and December) where there are two 
prizes per draw. There is an additional annual draw each December 
where there is a single, bigger prize. Overall, the scheme gives back 40% 
of its subscriptions to members as prizes, with the remaining 60% available 
for projects around the village. We distributed over £1200 in prizes in 2022 
and have accumulated a grant fund of over £5000 ready and waiting to 
allocate to projects.

The scheme remains open for new members and for existing members 
to increase their number of tickets. We are limited to a maximum of 200 
tickets overall (currently membership stands at 110 so there are 90 more 
tickets available). Individual members may hold up to 20 each.

For more information on joining the scheme or for the process for applying 
for funds from the scheme, please email us at westcott.100.club@gmail.
com.
We look forward to hearing from you soon.

      Alda Andreotti (Chair), 
Edwin Harland (Treasurer), 

                          Richard Packer (Secretary)

The Westcott 100 Club is a Small Society Lottery registered with Mole Valley DC no. 48965.
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01306 740555

Anthony Wakefi eld & Company Ltd is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority with reference: 307545. 
Company number: 01756254. Our registered offi ce is 4 Guildford Road, Westcott, Surrey RH4 3NR.

Insurance that gives you 
peace of mind.
 Private Clients
 Business Cover
 Listed Buildings
 Valuables, Antiques & Art

www.anthonywakefi eld.com

Sherlock Funeral Service 
130-year-old, independent, 

family business. 

• Funeral Directors & Monumental 
Masons 

• Private Service Chapel & Rest 
Rooms 

• Home visits if required 
• Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

 

Trellis House 
190 South Street  
Dorking RH4 2ES 
T: 01306 882266 
E: office@sherlockandsons.co.uk 

Sherlock Funeral Service 
is a part of Stoneman 
Funeral Service as of 

2010. 

Lawn Mowing
Lawn Treatments
Garden Tidy Ups
Turfing
Hedge Cutting
Pressure washing

Dorking and surrounding areas

07905 160765
phil@philsmowingdorking.co.uk
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES...
(Image copyright of 
Flowers by Elaine in 
Dorking, used entirely 
without permission 
but with love).

I’m sure that 
the Editor will 
publish the best 
upcycled items with a photo and short 
explanation of what it once was and 
what it has become. Over to you to 
see what we can collectively do...

Community Leadership

Counting down the days to the end of 
our village having a dedicated District 
Councillor raises the theme of effective 
community leadership. The huge 
number of leaders that we have in our 
community serve us in myriad ways 
– from running community groups, 
providing education, entertainment 
and/or employment and also in 
helping individuals and families to 
meet their own needs for example – a 
home or a meal.

As well as remembering to thank each 
and every one of these leaders, part 
of the role of District Councillor is to 
listen to the emerging and changing 
themes of what those needs are 
and to challenge and champion the 
community to meet those needs. 
Time and again recently I have heard 
people tell me that Westcott needs 
more affordable homes and more 

Valentine’s Day Special

In the depths of the end of the 
Christmas celebrations in which the 
Editor requires me to write this article 
I’ve been thinking how nice it has been 
to have friends and family around us 
and how much of that enjoyment has 
come from the generations that are 
following us.

Valentine’s Day this year 
would have been my 
Father’s 80th Birthday 
and his celebrations 

sometimes overrode the opportunity 
for romance etc (no excuse this year 
I guess). However, I wondered about 
challenging us all collectively to do 
something special on the 14th to show 
our love for our community. Obviously 
it has to be something reasonably 
straightforward but also meaningful.

Because I really do value my own 
relationship and the friendship of other 
couples in the village, I should be 
clear that I am not suggesting this as 
a present giving idea, but how about 
some upcycling to reduce our impact 
and show our love for our planet?
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RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL • SCHOOLS • ACOUSTIC

 HOARDING • GATES • SECURITY 

RICHARDSON & BRADS FENCING LTD
T: 01306 640 143 - 01483 414 745

E: INFO@RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK
W: WWW.RBFENCINGLTD.CO.UK

A: 168 SOUTH STREET, DORKING, SURREY, RH4 2ES
UNIT 45 MARTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, SMARTS HEATH LANE, MAYFORD, GU22 0RQ 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
parking. The District Council does have 
a small pot of money that developers 
provide for creating new affordable 
homes but often villages like ours miss 
out because sites are not proposed by 
the community for such new homes.

If you know of a site in the village that 
could provide new affordable homes 
and parking then please raise its profile 
– I will happily put you in touch with the 
Council Officer team that look after 
these opportunities.

Highways and Road Safety

Judging by my 
records, I seem 
to average 
reporting about 
four highways 
or countryside 

maintenance issues to our councils 
every month – 
that’s about 700 
since I became a 
councillor. These 
range from blocked 
drains to fallen 
footpath signs, 
from potholes 
to overgrown 

pavements and are usually inspected 
and resolved reasonably quickly.
 
Recently I came across 
a burnt out vehicle 
that had been left in 
the woods west of the 
village. This obviously 
causes danger to 
passing wildlife and to children that 
might be out with parents. It’s more 
that simple anti-social behaviour. 
In this instance the Council team 
and the landowner also have the 
challenge not to contaminate the 
land as they recover the vehicle – all 
at the expense of the taxpayer.

You will have 
also noticed that 
across a couple 
of occasions in 
the run up to 
Christmas and 
New Year about a 
dozen of the road 

signs between Westcott and Dorking 
were vandalised. Many of these signs 
are hazard warning ones and their 
absence therefore increases the risks 
to drivers and pedestrians. 

Two things are clear to me though. 
Firstly, someone in the village, 
someone reading this article, knows 
who caused the damage to these 
signs and/or drove that car into the 
woods. Secondly, whoever is causing 
this damage needs some help, at least 
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THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR WRITES... (cont.)
to talk over why they thought it was a 
good idea to carry out these acts.

My request is if you are the one who 
needs the help then talk to someone 
about it – anyone to be honest. If you 
come to me then obviously I would 
need to link up with the relevant 
authorities but that’s not the case with 
every option – the Samaritans might 
be a way forward (Call Sam on 116 
123 or text SHOUT to 85258).

If you see anti-social behaviour or 
the results of it, then email ASB@
molevalley.gov.uk the team are great, 
understating and quick to act.

A Final Thought

Someone in the village recently asked 
me to be more political in these 
articles and make clear my views on 
Council decisions.

I thought that I would end this month’s 
article by explaining why I, and my 
predecessor, have never done that. 
The Village Magazine is a resource for 
everyone in our community – it is not 
something that should be promoting 
or attacking any particular viewpoint 
or stance. Yes – raise issues but do 
so in a way that helps readers to 

connect with them in the way that 
suits their own position, beliefs and 
circumstances. District Councillors are 
here to serve everyone irrespective 
of how they vote in the democratic 
process – or indeed if they choose not 
to vote at all.

This year I have had the pleasure of 
being the Vice-Chairman of Mole 
Valley District Council, a position I was 
elected to on a non-party basis by 
colleagues from across the Council 
Chamber. It is a non-political but 
honoured role and the opportunity 
to focus my time on championing our 
communities and businesses has been 
extremely rewarding (supported by 
my ever serving Consort I should add).

For example, before Christmas, 
together we had the chance to 
support the wonderful work of the 
Include Choir and to learn at least 
some of the 12 days of Christmas in 
Makaton sign language.

These civic roles only function 
effectively in our society if politicians 
know when to be political and when 
not to be. And that is why these articles 
are written to serve.

James Friend
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www.kingfisherfarmshop.com  |  01306 730 703

‘Kingfisher’ Farm Shop
Flower Shop

celebrate 
valentine’s 

with local 
bubbly 

 
 
 

 
 

Groundwork and 
Drainage Engineers 

 
Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic 

Tanks and Soakaways 
 

Foundations, Concreting, 
Surface and Foul Drainage 

 

LEITH HILL PLANT LTD OCKLEY SURREY RH5 5LX 
www.lhpl.co.uk 

Phone 01306 628412 or email 
info@lhpl.co.uk 

Established 1992 
Fully Insured  

 
Soft interiors 

By 
Josephine 

 
BESPOKE HIGH 

Quality CURTAINS, ROMAN BLINDS AND 
soft furnishings  

 
PERSONAL AND FRIENDLY advice on 

design 
 

Fitting service available 
 
 

        Telephone:  01306 644802 (Home) 
                              07767 771777 (Mobile) 
        Email:        josoftinteriors@gmail.com 

 



27

                 MUSIC IN DORKING

12th at 3.00, Carducci string quartet at Dorking Halls, £21, 01306 740619

25th at 7.30, Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra at St George’s church, Ashtead

In February the Carducci string quartet gives the first of three concerts arranged 
by the Dorking Concertgoers Society. Their programme begins with a quartet 
by the father of the string quartet, Joseph Haydn, known by its nickname of 
The Joke (you’ll find out why!), and it finishes with one of Beethoven’s last 
quartets, the impressive op. 127 in E flat.  The centrepiece is a quartet by Fanny 
Mendelssohn.  She, as well as being the sister of Felix Mendelssohn, was a fine 
musician in her own right and a prolific composer whose music is now being 
more widely played and heard.  Please note this is an afternoon concert starting 
at 3pm.

The Surrey Philharmonic Orchestra, playing in Ashtead, opens with Fauré’s 
exquisite short Pavane, and follows this with the first cello concerto of Saint-
Saëns, a charming and elegant work, with Leo Popplewell as the soloist. The 
concert concludes with Beethoven’s Symphony No. 4, a fine piece that is less 
often heard than it deserves.

The Dorking Halls presents a live screening from the Royal Opera House of 
Rossini’s hilarious comic opera The Barber of Seville on Feb 15th.
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remedial roofing 
• provided or intended for people with roof issues and deficiencies. 
“remedial roofing”We specialise in:

New roofs, 
slate & tiled roof 

specialists

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED

Recommended, vetted & monitored local traders and service providers. Recommended by 
previous customers, vetted by Checkatrade, monitored via customer feedback. Obtain an up-to-

date report of remedial roofing on www.checkatrade.com

All roof repairs, 
moss removal & 
gutter clearance

New uPVC 
Fascia, soffit & 

guttering

Flat roofs, 
traditional felt & 
GRP fibreglass

Call us today for a FREE quotation on:

01306 304736 | 07852 833802                         

info@remedialrooÞng.co.uk                                                     
www.remedialrooÞng.co.uk


Average Score 10/10

Monthly Supper Club 

Coming to Logmore Lane,  

Westcott 

£65 pp 

Saturday 25th February 

7.30pm 

info@thewestcotttable.co.uk 

     @thewestcotttable 

BUY, SELL or LET
your property with…

Local  People  • Local  Knowledge • Local  Experts

27 South Street, Dorking, Surrey  RH4 2JZ
www.seymours-estates.co.uk

Seymours Dorking
01306 776674

sales@seymours-dorking.co.uk
lettings@seymours-dorking.co.uk 
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     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP 
Monument to Bishop Samuel 
Wilberforce on Abinger Roughs

Many people 
who walk 
their dogs 
on Abinger 
Roughs will 
have seen this 
monument to 
Bishop Samuel 
W i l b e r f o r c e 
( 1 8 0 3 - 1 8 7 3 ) 

who fell off his horse on 19th July 1873 
while riding with Lord Granville to visit 
Gladstone at Holmbury St Mary. 

He was born at Clapham Common, 
the 5th child of William Wilberforce 
and Barbara Spooner, the major 
campaigner against slavery and 
the slave trade. He was known as 
‘Soapy Sam’ due to his characteristic 
handwashing when he was giving 
speeches. He was one of the 
great speakers of his day and is  
remembered for his speech in 
opposition to Charles Darwin’s Theory 
at a debate in 1860. 

He had an Anglican education 
outside of English public schools, as 
chosen by his father William. In 1823 
Samuel entered Oriel College, Oxford 
where he met William Gladstone 
and graduated in 1826, aged 23, 
taking a 1st in Mathematics and a 
2nd in Classics. In 1827 he toured the 
continent and married Emily Sargent, 

daughter of the Rector of East 
Lavington in West Sussex in 1828. 

He was ordained 
as a deacon in the 
Church of England 
and became 
a curate at 
Checkenden near 
Henley on Thames. 
Thence followed 
rapid progress to 
Archdeacon of 
Surrey, Chaplain to Prince Albert and 
Queen Victoria and appointment 
as Dean of Westminster. Robert Peel 
appointed him Bishop of Oxford and 
he was elected to the FRS (Fellow  
of Royal Society). 

After 24 years at Oxford he was 
translated by Gladstone, the PM, 
to be the Bishop of Winchester in 
1869. He was a ‘high Tory’ and a 
supporter of Catholic emancipation.  
Although he was very successful, he 
had his detractors. Benjamin Disraeli 
commented that he was unctuous, 
oleaginous and saponaceous!  

Samuel Wiberforce 1870
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Although Samuel was certainly a 
supporter of the campaign against 
slavery in the British Empire it was his 
father, William, who had done the 
work to get the legislation passed  
in Parliament. Samuel’s friend 
Gladstone’s father was one of the 
biggest slave owners. William was 
born in Hull into a prosperous Yorkshire 
merchant family.

W i l l i a m 
W i l b e r f o r c e 
(August 1754 - 
29th July 1833) 
became an 
Independent 
MP for 
Y o r k s h i r e 
( 1 7 8 4 - 1 8 1 2 ) 
d u r i n g 
the reign 

of George III.  In 1787 he and his 
friend Thomas Clarkson became 
the leading British abolitionists in the 
parliamentary campaign against  
the British participation in slave trading 
for some 20 years until the Slave Trade 
Act of 1807 became law – it was 
actually passed in 1804 but the pace 
of administration took so long. 

William and Thomas Clarkson were 
convinced of the importance of 
religion, morality and education. He 
supported British Missionary work in 
India and the creation of the free 
colony of Sierra Leone. He founded 
the CMS (Church Missionary Society) 

and the SPCA (Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals) among others, 
including the RSPCA in 1824 and the 
RNLI, earlier known as the National 
Institution for Preservation of Life from 
Shipwreck. 

He was very generous with his 
time and his money, giving away 
thousands of pounds. He was a 
somewhat deferential character and 
despite strong opposition continued 
the campaign against slavery and 
in the process wore himself out and 
became  much poorer. News of slave 
unrest in Jamaica and the French 
islands was reaching Britain from 
1827, culminating in the Jamaican 
Slave Rebellion in 1831 and this 
probably convinced those opposing 
MP’s that the time for arguing was up. 
The Slavery Abolition Act was passed 
in 1833 by the Whig government  
(283 votes to 16) and abolished 
slavery in the British Empire. William 
died three days after the Act was 
passed.     

The Act affected 800,000 slaves  
and included £20 million in 
compensation to the plantation 
owners, full emancipation for those 
under 6 and apprenticeship schemes 
for others, to be run by the plantations. 
William Wilberforce and his friends 
won a long battle for the cause of 
abolition.

Roger Christian

     WESTCOTT HISTORY GROUP (cont.) 

William Wilberforce
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01306 711293
edebros.co.uk

• Established 1926, 
Capel-based 
and family owned

• For STRESS-FREE
local, national and
worldwide moves

• Contact us 
for your FREE
estimate...

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Faye and her team are friendly, reliable 
cleaners who can solve all your  

household chores.  
Working in Westcott for 12 years.  

Local references available.  
Phone 07590 276238  
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SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS PRIMARY SCHOOL
All of our children, staff and parents 
would like to offer a belated Happy 
new year to you all in what seems to 
be an already eventful 2023. 

As the evenings begin to get lighter 
and there are those small signs of 
another change in the seasons, 
we look towards spring and all that 
it promises. We are super busy in 
school learning from and with each 
other, building up an armoury of 
knowledge, skills and experience to 
take us forward into the year ahead. 

I tell the children, that it is every day, 
in every way, we have the chance 
to build ourselves up in incremental 
steps to become the best versions of 
who we can be and be the best for 
all those who are around us.

Every year I am impressed anew 
by our children’s capacity to 
demonstrate all they can do. From 
our incredible Reception children 
developing at lightning speed. To 
seeing our Year 6 children grow 

and getting ready to embark on 
their next steps towards secondary 
school and their young adult lives 
shortly to come. They impress me with 
their thoughtfulness, consideration, 
maturity and resilience. 

Of course, this mostly comes from 
within and their amazing caring 
parents and significant adults in 
their lives, but the privilege we have 
of supporting them as educators is 
something that re-energises me daily. 

Our wider community play such an 
important role in the wider context of 
experience and can offer so much 
support in so many ways. We have 
community members who are regular 
wonderful volunteers in the school 
and ask anybody who thinks they 
could contribute in some small way 
pleased do consider us. 

Whether you are a keen gardener, 
artist, musician or have led an 
enormously interesting life and 
would like to share some of your life 
experience and inspire our children, 
we would love to hear from you. 
Please do get in touch.

I wish all, on behalf of the school, 
much warmth, light and hope for 
the Spring months ahead and look 
forward to all the community events 
to come.
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  SURREY HILLS ALL SAINTS SCHOOL (cont.)

This week they looked at 2021 COP 26 
and created presentations outlining 
the main issues that were discussed. 

100% Attendance
22 of our amazing children achieved 
100% attendance last term. They 
received a Certificate of Attendance 
at one of our Celebration assemblies.  
We would like to congratulate them 
all

Simon Coles

Foxes class

Children in Foxes Class have been 
working hard on their Fair Trade 
topic. We have been learning about 
the impacts of International Trade, 

globalisation and 
M u l t i n a t i o n a l 
C o m p a n i e s 
on different 
countries with 
El Salvador as a 
Case Study.

Badgers Class
Year 6 have been studying climate 
change as part of their ‘How can 
we make the world a better place?’ 
topic. 
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01306 640418

01306 640418

Established Local Family Business

Established Local Family Business

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Over 20 Years Experience

Internal & External

Commercial & Domestic

Friendly, First Class Service

Surrey / Sussex / Greater London

Guildford Road • Westcott RH4 3QE

0 1 3 0 6  8 8 5 3 7 9
WESTCOTT

 Friendly village garage

 Superb service

 Good value

 MoT’s arranged

  Member of Guild of 
Master Craftsmen

• Quality Flowers • Personal Service • Customer Satisfaction •

• Wedding Specialists •
• Qualified Florists • Fresh Flowers & Plants • Local Delivery •

• Varied Gift Selection • Corporate Functions • Special Occasions •
• Funeral Tribute Specialists • Interflora Worldwide •

66 High Street, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1AY
T: 01306 883511  • E: fbe@btconnect.com

www.flowersbyelaine.co.uk

A6 advert.qxp_Layout 1  25/05/2017  02:44  Page 1

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Surrey Downs Tree Care is based in 
Westcott with over 30 years of 

experience 
All aspects of tree care and hedge 

management undertaken 
 

Contact us on 01306 875146 or 
07855232552 
Email Surreydownstc@gmail.com 
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          DORKING MUSEUM
Regrettably, at the time of writing, 
there is no firm timetable for the 
Museum’s re-opening following the 
fire in an adjacent building in late 
October. The Museum cannot fully 
reopen until necessary repairs are 
carried out to the roof. Please check 
the Museum’s website or social media 
pages (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram), 
other listings sites or posters for Museum 
activities and news of future opening. 

Dorking dinosaur 40th anniversary 
event:  The show must go on!  We are 
grateful to Dorking Library for hosting 
our half-term family event on Tuesday 
14th February, 2pm-5pm.  2023 marks 40 
years since the discovery of Dorking’s 
most famous dinosaur, the Baryonyx.  
When its giant claw was unearthed by 
sharp-eyed fossil hunter Bill Walker in 
1983, it created a worldwide sensation 
because the dinosaur was completely 
unknown to science. 

Today, the 
original skeleton 
is in the Natural 
History Museum 
and Baryonyx 

(meaning ‘heavy claw’) even featured 
in a Jurassic World movie. Sadly, Bill 
died over the summer, though he was 
given scientific immortality when the 
dinosaur was named Baryonyx walkeri 
in his honour. 

Come to the Library to see the story 
of the discovery of the Baryonyx, a 

life-size replica 
of the giant 
claw, models to 
show what the 
dinosaur would 
have looked 
like as it prowled 

the dinosaur swamp and items on 
loan from Bill’s family including the 
original rock hammer that prised it out 
of the ground.  Meet our young fossil 
enthusiast, Charlie, with some of his 
amazing collection of fossils and dino-
bones.  There will 
also be dinosaur art 
and craft activities 
and children will 
be invited to take 
part in the creation 
of a large Baryonyx 
artwork for the 
library wall! 

Can you help?  In preparation for re-
opening, the Museum urgently requires 
volunteers who can spend a few hours 
on the desk or in key functional roles 
in recruitment and HR, events, retail, 
education and family activities (in 
the Museum, in the community and/
or working from home), training is 
provided.  Please see dorkingmuseum.
org.uk/about/volunteer-opportunities. 
The Museum is at 62 West Street, 
Dorking RH4 1BS.  For an update on 
activities, to visit the shop, to become 
a member or to donate, please visit 
www.dorkingmuseum.org.uk.
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    	 COMMUNITY FRIDGE VAN

The  Mid Surrey Community Fridge van 
is visiting Westcott every Monday at 1:30pm.

It will stay in the village for around an hour parked at the 
front door of St John’s Chapel in Chapel Lane. 

They will be giving away surplus food that is heading for land fill, 
it is perfect food, 

the supermarkets for many reasons allocate it as surplus

If you can afford a small donation, it would be appreciated
~ they rely upon donations 

(£2.50 is the suggested minimum amount)

Bring your shopping bags,
bring your friends, 

pick up for your neighbour
 

If you want to volunteer to help 
(just 11/2 hours every 

couple of weeks), please speak to 
Jon at JonandMum 07496 036398 
or Sally from WVA 07772 989 509
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Winter Thrushes 

Blackbirds (both black males and 
dark brown females) hop across our 
lawns and song thrushes feed close to 
the shelter of the shrubs and hedges 
throughout the year.  In winter, three 
further thrush species that breed in the 
northern regions of Europe and come 
south around October add to the 
variety of local wildlife.

Redwings love to forage in flocks.  This 
is our smallest thrush, with rich brown 
backs, red under their wings (seen as 
they fly) and an eye stripe.  Often seen 
along hedgerows, especially those 
with fruit, they venture further into 
open ground than the slightly larger 
song thrush.

Fieldfares arrive a little later than the 
redwings, in flocks that move across 
the countryside like an invading army.  
A party has stripped the holly bushes 
in my garden of all their berries in a 
single day.  These are large birds with 

grey backs.  Their flight pattern looks 
remarkably uncoordinated for a 
species that migrates long distances.  
When disturbed, they often fly up into 
the nearest treetops.

Mistle thrushes 
may be resident 
or winter migrants, 
but never appear 
in large numbers.  
Large birds, they 
are greyer than 
song thrushes with 
a different pattern of spots on the 
breast.  They prefer quieter areas with 
open spaces as well as shrubbery.  
Each establishes a territory with a food 
supply (holly bushes are favourites) 
which is strenuously defended from 
others.  They sing from the very tops 
of trees, chimney pots or TV aerials.  
The old name ‘stormcock’ was given 
as they often continue to sing in wind 
and rain.

Next time you see “thrushes” in garden 
or field, look carefully at colour and 
behaviour to work out which of these 
family members you are enjoying.

To learn more about birds and wildlife 
locally, get in touch with Dorking and 
District RSPB local group via its website 
https://ww2.rspb.org.uk/groups/
dorkinganddistrict/ or by Facebook 
(RSPB Dorking).   

Jonathan Groves

          DORKING AND DISTRICT RSPB

Redwing
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JAZ2
SOPHISTICATED DINNER JAZZ

The Best of Sophisticated, Melodic Jazz
Add a little musical magic to your garden party/ 
anniversary/charity event or any kind of celebration, 
indoors or outdoors….
Featuring Ralph Sutton (piano) Cathy Williams (vocals), 
let JAZ2 entertain you and your guests with the best in 
sophisticated, melodic jazz...

Past Performances:
❖  Polesden Lacey Lazy Summer Sunday Jazz Afternoons
❖  Denbies Wine Estate
❖  8-year residency at Royal Academy of  Arts, Piccadilly, London
❖  Hilton Hotel, BT Tower, National Portrait Gallery, and 

many others in London
Music is great, sound quality is excellent, fees are very 
reasonable…..why wait?

Just call or email me for a chat about your requirements

www.jaz2.com Ralph Sutton: 01306 886826 or 07836 275102 
email at ralph@jaz2.com
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            ABINGER NURSERY

Choo Choo!! All aboard the Nursery 
train to anywhere you like!! We started 
back to a very popular topic of 
transport.  Imagine all the cardboard 
box vehicles that you can think of 
well that’s what we’ll be travelling in 
comfort in, on land, sea and air. You 
might just see us whizzing past!

Our tummies were nicely filled up on 
cookery day when we made our very 
own style of super noodles.  Brimming 
with plenty of different vegetables and 
tastiness we were full up until tea time!

For our first forest school adventure 
of the year we sauntered out for an 
exploratory wander and talked about 
how to keep ourselves warm in the 

colder weather. We all had our own 
super cosy ideas.

When you think of painting you 
probably think of paint pots – well 
not here! We had so such fun making 
insanely cool ice cube paints!  The 
messier things are the better!

With Valentine’s day around the corner 
we will be putting together a lovely 
Hamper which could be yours for the 
taking! Raffle tickets will go on sale in 
the Abinger Hatch from 1st February.  
Pop in for a drink and a chance to win!

If you have a child looking to start Nursery 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch.  
Spaces are filling up fast but there are 
still some afternoon sessions left and we 
are taking applications for all sessions 
in September. Please call 07842 978823 
or email abingercommonnursery@
gmail.com  We can’t wait to show you 
around!

Kate Fairbrass
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Accountants for Life

T: 01306 880880
E: partners@bullimores.co.uk

W: www.bullimores.co.uk
Bullimores LLP licensed to carry out the reserved legal activity 
of non-contentious probate in England & Wales by the ICAEW

 Tax • Accounts • Probate
Inheritance Tax & 

Executorship

ECO LOGS
Cut, split & seasoned hardwoods  
from local woodland restoration

Bulk grab bags & kindling 
delivered

www.ecologs.net

01306 712850    07765 214647

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

J.A. JOINERY
TRADITIONAL CARPENTRY & JOINERY

• TRADITIONAL LEDGED DOORS
• WINDOWS
• TIMBER FRAMING
• WARDROBES
• BESPOKE GATES
• CABINETS
• KITCHENS
• BEDS

FRIENDLY, RELIABLE AND TRUSTWORTHY
FOR FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

CALL JAMES ON
HOME: 01306 621193
MOB: 07989 585707

EMAIL: james@aylingjoinery.co.uk
www.aylingjoinery.co.uk

LOCAL PAINTING AND  
DECORATING COMPANY
House Painting * Windows * Doors * 

Ceilings * Walls  * Frames  
Paper Hanging 

 

SURREY TRADING STANDARDS APPROVED
FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS
FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE

07876 130 016
jhnsmthrs@aol.com

jspaintingandbuildingservices.co.uk
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We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.

Family & Divorce Law
Media Law
Litigation & Mediation
Employment Law
Private Client

Property
Crisis Management
Reputation Protection
Company Corporate
Fraud & Private Crime

Branch offices in: -
Dorking | Soho | Camberwell Green | Chigwell
Switchboard: 01306 884432
www.meaby.co.uk

Strength & wisdom in law & business since 1848

We are a multi-office Law Firm servicing the needs of our clients throughout 

London, the South East, across the United Kingdom and Worldwide.
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Fraud & Private Crime
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@MeabyandCo MeabyandComeaby-&-co
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Dorking Local History Group

The DLHG continues its popular programme of both 
live and Zoom talks on a fascinating range of topics.  

These are free to members, but non-members are welcome. Upcoming 
dates include:

• Brewing along the Wandle: Live talk by Alison 
Cousins of the Wandle Industrial Museum about 
the many 19th century breweries on the Wandle 
(including Young’s).  Monday 6th February at 
Crossways Community Baptist Church, Junction 
Road, Dorking RH4 3HB, 7.15 for 7.30pm, £2 at the 
door for non-members. 

• Dutch Raids on the Medway: A Zoom talk by author Toni Mount about 
the 17th-19th century wars with the Dutch, including the serious damage 
inflicted on the English Navy down the Medway in 1867.  Monday 20th 
February. https://www.meet-up.com/Surrey-History-Meetup/. 

For further details of talks and other activities – or to join DLHG – go to https://
dlhg.org.uk.

An interest in researching local history and heritage?

Maybe there is a particular aspect of the history of Dorking, the surrounding 
Surrey Hills and villages or its people that has aroused your interest to 
investigate it further. The Dorking Local History Group’s annual journal, 
Dorking History, includes contributions from both members and non-
members on a range of local topics. The most recent subjects, for example, 
included Mickleham Almshouses, Betchworth Lime Works, the Rose Hill 
estate and Dr. Ralph Vaughan Williams. New contributors are encouraged 
and items from 100 words up to 3000 words are welcome (with images 
where possible).  Advice can be given on access to archives at Dorking 
Museum and Surrey History Centre or other local sources.

Expressions of interest, drafts or completed contributions should be sent to 
Gwen Wood at gwen215@btinternet.com, including e-mail address and 
phone number.
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PAS FINANCIAL AND MORTGAGE 

SOLUTIONS LTD 
  
  

Tel 01306 881399 
  
Mobile 07710-854040 
  
E mail paulstacey88@gmail.com 

26 Furlong Road, Westcott Surrey RH4 3PR 
  
For  Mortgages and Protection 
  
A local and Friendly Service, tailored 
to your needs based in Westcott 
  
PAS Financial and Mortgage Solutions Ltd 
is an Appointed Representative of Pink 
Home Loans. Pink Home Loans is a trading 
name of Advance Mortgage Funding     
Limited which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority.  
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         QRMW
I do hope everyone has kept well and 
safe during January which is always a 
difficult month for many especially the 
elderly. Very little seems to happen at 
the woodland in January although we 
are there most days to feed the birds 
and wildlife and greet any visitors 
that might like a cuppa. February 
however always brings a glimmer of 
hope of better things to come and 
we can start looking forward to what 
the Spring might bring. 

We already have many Spring bulbs 
shooting up and the birds are making 
plenty of noise so all the signs are 
there that things are waking up and 
the birds are looking for places to 
make homes and bring new families 
into the world.  Our pheasants are 
back we are delighted to see, they 

come running 
towards us as 
soon as they 
hear the car 
pull into the 
car park.  

 
We are now planning our first fund 
raising family event in 2023, the 
‘Woodland Easter Egg Hunt and 
Family Fun Day’. This will take place 
on Sunday 2nd April commencing at 
12.30 with the children’s Easter Egg 
Hunt followed by egg and spoon 
races for all ages and some other 
fun activities. As well as the activities 
we will have an Easter Raffle, craft 
stall and soft toy stall plus if the 

Supermarkets are kind to us we will 
have an Easter Egg stall. If anyone 
would like to donate some Easter 
Eggs we would be very grateful.  
Contact Debbie (debbiehornblow@
yahoo.co.uk) who will be happy to 
come and collect them from you. 
We will also have drinks on sale and a 
BBQ on the go. 

This is a very popular event so children 
need to be registered to avoid 
disappointment, numbers do have 
to be limited.  The cost is £6 per child. 
Please contact Debbiehornblow@
yahoo.co.uk to register. Please 
support this event if you can, all monies 
raised go to assist our Veterans who 
are going through a difficult time. 
 
All year round there is always plenty 
to do at the woodland and we 
welcome anyone who might like to 
volunteer to help with maintenance, 
leaf clearing, twig picking and 
cleaning the benches or maybe help 
run one of the stalls at the Easter Egg 
Hunt on 2nd April, that would really 
be helpful – we welcome all; please 
contact Debbie for a chat about how 
you can help us help our Veterans.    
Or you are very welcome to pop into 
the woodland for a chat if you are 
passing and see our vehicle in the car 
park.   
 

Paul Cooling, Chairman
The Quick Response Memorial Woodland

Registered Charity No 117465
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Pop Up . Lifestyle . Homewares
Crea�ve Makers Markets

Accessories & Gi�ing

Join our mailing list
www.dapperandsuave.uk
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COME AND JOIN US AT  
THE QUICK RESPONSE MEMORIAL WOODLAND 

Registered Charity No: 1174651 

Pasturewood Road, Holmbury St Mary RH5 6LG 

CHARITY EASTER EGG HUNT AND FUN DAY 
                On SUNDAY 2nd APRIL                             
      At 12.30pm 
      Fun and games for all the family             
               Easter Egg Hunt     
               Egg and Spoon Races for all ages 
               Easter Egg Stall 
               Easter Soft Toys for Sale  
      Crafts for Sale 
               Raffle 
      BBQ and drinks for sale 
 
 

 
 
 

Children £6 each  
Please Register Children ASAP to avoid  
disappointment as numbers are limited  

Email: Debbiehornblow@yahoo.co.uk 
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Garden Maintenance

O�  ce:   01306  898  917
Mobile: 07887  511  515

Garden and Grounds maintenance throughout the year

Complete garden and grounds maintenance and clearance
For more details on all services and my 3-stage lawn-care programme see website

• Complete lawn care & mowing
•  Granular & liquid lawn fertilisers
•  Moss control & complete weed 

treatment
• New poly-S technology
• Border maintenance

•  Fruit trees pruned
•  Hedge trimming
•  Leaf clearing
•  Hard stand jet washing
• Tur� ng & seeding
•  Plants supplied and planting

www.premiergardensdorking.co.uk • davidpremiergardens@gmail.com

Premier Gardens

Get IT Fixed
Get IT Connected

Expert Repair & Maintenance

ChalkHill Systems
www.chalkhillsystems.co.uk

We make technology work for you 

Call now on 01737 845980
Brockham based. No call out charges.

Fully transparent quotations with no hidden costs.

MicklehamParish News Dec 2013 63x88.indd   1 18/12/2013   18:26:00

WT Exterior Cleaning 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

Free  Estimates

www.wtexteriorcleaning.com

Call William Tooth  
07984  

883 555
Westcott, Dorking

HONESTY • INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE

OAP  
Discounts

JET-CLEANING
• Patio’s

• Driveway’s
• Roofs

• Decking
• Walls

GUTTERS CLEARED AFTER
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The Power of Caring

In a dominant culture where the 
interests of the individual have 
been promoted above that of the 
common good and the mainstream 
media continuously feeds judgement 
and division, the  power of caring, to 
bring much-needed change, should 
not be underestimated. Care can be 
a radical act. It can challenge the 
status quo.

Compassion calls us to treat other 
people in the way that we would wish 
to be treated ourselves. Whereas 
judgement can bring separation 
and condemnation, practicing 
compassion can bring recognition 
of our interconnectedness - our 
dependence upon one another - 
and healing.

Liz Grant, Professor of Global Health 
and Development at Usher Institute, 
describes compassion as a four-part 
process: ‘noticing pain and suffering, 
interpreting the suffering, feeling 

          GREEN WESTCOTT
empathic concern or sadness, and 
acting to alleviate this suffering in 
some way.’ 

Importantly, compassion is innate 
in all of us and its heart is in acting.  
Practicing compassion helps 
bring change and is essential for 
creating a more just and equitable 
society. ‘Love and compassion are 
necessities, not luxuries. Without 
them, humanity cannot survive’ – 
Dalai Lama

Robust action is urgently needed 
to tackle the climate crisis. Can 
considering the impact of global 
warming on those worst affected 
bring about a change in the hearts 
and minds of individuals and bring us 
all to stand together to protect life?

Westcott Community Garden

We are delighted that we have 
been given a home for the Westcott 
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We advise on law but do much, much more!

JENNIFER  MARGRAVE
SOLICITORS  LLP

www.jennifermargrave.co.uk
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No. 533213

The Old Post Office, 130 Epsom Road,
Guildford, GU1 2PX

Tel: 01483 562722

E: enquiries@jennifermargrave.co.uk

Wills, Trusts & Probate
Lasting Powers of Attorneys
Court of Protection matters

NHS funding issues
Non-mortgage related

residential conveyancing

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

Dorking Pest Control
 Services Local Authority Approved Contractors

Experts in pest control 
throughout Surrey 

	 Office:	01306 743001
	 Ivor:	07710 117491
	 Chris:	07971 519415

Our Services Include:
Wasps, Bee Swarms, Hornets,
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Fleas, Flies,
Ants, Cockroaches, Bed Bugs,
Rabbits, Moles, Foxes and Deer.

• Domestic, Commercial and Industrial

• Contract Work

• Preventative Control Programmes

www.dorkingpestcontrol.com

• Felling • Tree Surgery 
• Pruning • Hedge • Cutti  ng

• All Types of Fencing Supplied & Erected 
• Fully Insured Free Esti mates

Tel: 01403 824048 
Mobile: 07714 689 824

CHEAP HARDWOOD 
LOGS FOR SALE
www.gbfencingandtreesurgery.co.uk

IMDT accredited trainer using proven science
based methods of positive, ethical, reward based 

training.  

Locally based my aim is to provide you with
informative - practical – fun learning, services include:

• Preparing for your new arrival - home set up/settling in
• Puppy through to adult training.
• Group classes and bespoke 1-2-1 training
• Behaviour consultations
• Focussed training workshops
• Hoopers classes

Contact:
John Venn
Tel: 07880 707467
Email: info@surreyhillsdogtraining.com
www.surreyhillsdogtraining.com
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          GREEN WESTCOTT
Community Garden, at St Johns 
Community Hall.

There is an area of the churchyard 
which plans show is without any  
graves, which, following our first 
working party in January, is marked 
out and being prepared for planting.   
The first task is to suppress the grass  
and any weeds by laying down 
cardboard and covering this with 
manure - to keep the cardboard in 
place and to help create beds for 
planting.

We hope that the community garden 
will be a project to grow friendship 
and connections, as well as fruit, 
vegetables and flowers, to learn, 
share knowledge and celebrate the 
wonder of growing things! 

Plans are constantly evolving, so 
please come along if you’d like to 
get involved -  get in touch at info@
greenwestcott.org or add your name 
to the volunteers’ list at Jon & Mum 
Groceries.

Christmas Larder

On Friday, 30th December the doors 
at St Johns’ Community Hall were 
thrown open for the first Green 
Westcott Christmas Larder. Following  
a pre-Christmas fundraiser, the 
invitation was open for everyone 

to come along to collect some free 
fresh fruit and veg and enjoy the 
company of fellow villagers over a 
cup of tea and mince pie or bowl 
of delicious homemade pumpkin or 
broccoli soup (many thanks to Chris 
and Susie!). 

There was a fantastic 
turnout and a real 
feeling of community. 
We will definitely repeat 
this again next year, if 
not before. 

A great deal of the food 
was distributed on the 
day, with any remaining 
fruit and veg given to the 
Mid Surrey Community 
Fridge and donations put 
towards the next event.

Jakki Phillips
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Painters and Decorators

Working in Westcott 
since 1980

Our repeat clients prove our 
Quality and reliability

Phone for free estimates and 
local references

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.com
Tel: 01306 876110

Mobile: 07880848459

Shiers 
Decor

01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk
www.springreachnursery.co.uk

VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY
Just 5 mins from RHS Wisley

Buy homegrown plants direct from our nursery in Surrey. Local British produce of the 
highest quality direct from the grower.

We offer a fantastic range, all supported by expert advice and service.

Spring Reach Nursery
Long Reach
Ockham, GU23 6PG

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Sunday 10:30am-4:30pmTrade enquiries welcome

Clematis Trees Hedging Ferns Shrubs

GrassesClimbersRosesPerennialsFruit

gary.shiersdecor@hotmail.co.uk
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    FEBRUARY WORD SEARCH
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This word search only uses words with the letters from the word 

February, so get your glasses on and away you go!

Bye
Era
Far
Fur
Ray
Rue
Rye

Bear
Byre
Fray
Ruby
Year

February

Barre
Berry
Buyer
Faery
Fayre
Ferry
Fryer
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Dorking Service Centre Ltd

Award Winning Local Garage

www.dorkingservice.co.uk 01306 747050

Garage Services:

158 -160 South St 
Dorking 
Surrey 
RH4 2ES

MOT
While U Wait

Tyres
At Web Competitive Prices

Wheel Alignment Diagnostics BrakesServicing 
All Makes & Models

Air Conditioning Suspension Cam-Belts Steering Clutches Digital Service Book  
Update




